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DERINGER  DEFEATED!!! 


AIDS  REDLINING 


by  David  Spero 

The  Planning  Commission  has  rejected  Richard  Deringer's 
proposed  Van  Ness  Gateway  office  complex.  The  rejection  was 
a big  victory  for  Mission  residents  and,  in  particular,  the 
North  Mission  Association  which  spearheaded  the  drive 
against  the  450,000  square  foot  project.  The  issue  is  not 
dead.  Deringer  will  come  back  next  year  with  a "new"  pro- 
posal for  1601  and  1668  Mission  Street.  But  Deringer  and  his 
plethora  of  consultants,  attorneys,  lobbyists  and  architects 
must  feel  like  their  world  ha6  been  turned  upside  down. 

Until  May  8th,  the  Planning  Commission  had  not  rejected 
a major  o-ffice  building  in  years.  What's  more,  the  City 
Planning  Department  had  urged  the  Commission  to  approve  one 
of  Deringer' 8 buildings  (the  larger  one)  and  to  continue  his 
second  building  till  the  next  review  period.  As  each  of  the 
seven  Commissioners  explained  their  position  on  Deringer's 
project  (and  the  two  others  under  consideration)  the  faces 
of  the  developers  and  their  cohots  turned  strange  shades  of 

red  and  gray. 

Last  to  speak  was  the  President  of  the  Commission,  Toby 
Rosenblatt.  He  told  the  packed  hearing  room  that  the 
Conmi 68  loners  should  reject  all  three  projects  Instead  of 
continuing  them.  That  sent  many  in  the  room  into  a comatose 
state.  For  the  six  of  us  in  the  room  who  were  not  part  of 

See  page  U 

16th  St.  FAIR 

On  May  22nd,  representatives  of  several  16th  Street 
businesses  met  at  Cafe  Picaro  to  begin  plan6  for  the  first 
16th  Street  Fair.  An  initial  tentative  date  of  September  28 
or  October  4,  1986  was  agreed  upon. 

Plans  call  for  closing  16th  Street  between  Guerrero  and 
Mission  for  a series  of  day  long  events  including  live 
music,  sidewalk  booths  and  refreshment  stands.  The 
organizing  committee  is  currently  composed  of  Carlos  Muela 
of  Cafe  Picaro,  Michael  Anderson  of  the  Firehouse  7/16th 
Note,  Tony  Lopez  of  Esta  Noche,  Victor  Miller  of  the  North 
Mission  New6  and  Chic  Cassidy.  The  group  extends  an  invita- 
tion to  all  those  Interested  in  working  to  organize  the  Fair 
to  attend  the  next  meeting  to  be  held  June  11  at  4:00  PM  at 
Los  Portales  Restaurant  at  3087  16th  Street. 


- by  Jeanette  Szudy 

People  who  live  in  predominant ly-gay  neighborhoods  may 
soon  be  paying  more  for  insurance  — if  they  can  get  it  at 
all. 

That' 8 the  effect  of  the  new  "zip  code  rating"  system 
recently  adopted  by  Insurance  companies  fearful  of  AIDS, 
says  Ben  Shaatz  of  National  Gay  Rights  Advocates. 

The  new  system,  which  divides  cities  into  geographical 
areas  by  zip  codes,  would  allow  insurance  companies  to  "red- 
line"  districts  with  high  AIDS  mortality  rates.  Residents 
of  red-lined  areas  pay  higher  rates  for  life,  health  and 
disability  coverage,  unless  they're  rejected  altogether  as  a 
bad  risk. 

"Some  companies  are  trying  to  refuse  the  whole  city  of 
San  Francisco,"  Shaatz  says,  ••it  used  to  be  an  unmarried 
male  in  San  Francisco  in  San  Francisco  had  a hard  time 
getting  insurance.  But  now,  if  he  lives  in  94114,  forget 
it."  The  94110  area  may  also  be  affected,"  says  Shaatz. 

Two  months  ago,  Shaatz  asked  the  California  Attorney 
General  to  investigate  alleged  discrimination  by  Co-op 
America,  one  of  the  first  companies  to  introduce  zip  code 
rating.  So  far,  he  says,  he  has  had  no  response.  Anne 
Jennings,  a lawyer  for  the  Attorney  General's  office,  says 
she  hasn't  had  a chance  to  look  into  the  case  yet,  but 
expects  to  do  so  "within  the  next  couple  of  weeks." 

"We've  been  unable  to  find  any  factual  evidence  of  red- 
lining," says  Jim  Spahr , who  is  an  insurance  agent  and  a 
member  of  Concerned  Insurance  Professionals  for  Human 
Rights.  His  group  is  preparing  a report  on  the  subject,  to 
be  published  in  July  in  Los  Angeles.  "All  we  have  is  a lot 
of  fear  and  it's  justified."  He  wants  an  "open  dialogue"  to 
resolve  the  problem. 

"They  (the  insurance  companies)  are  so  afraid  of  'gay' 
and  what  it  emans  is  that  they're  paralyzed.  What  happens 
if  they  show  some  kind  of  understanding  and  the  people  in 
Kansas  go  up  in  arms?"  On  the  other  hand,  Spahr  says,  the 
gay  conmunity  "fails  to  appreciate"  underwriting  concerns, 
adding  that  a 2-31  rise  in  mortality  payments  could  bankrupt 
most  of  California' 8 800  insurance  companies. 

People  who  believe  they  have  been  discriminated  against 
by  an  insurance  company  should  file  a complaint  with  the 
California  Department  of  Insurance.  Anyone  with  "hard  evi- 
dence" of  discrimination  can  contact  Jim  Spahr  at  982-1191. 


The  Bull 


China  Shop 


Primary 

Election 

Ok,  they  asked  me  to  make  the  North  Mission  News' 
recommendations  on  the  various  city  and  state  ballot 
initiatives.  I'll  concentrate  on  the  city  ones  and  do 
the  state  props  as  space  permits. 

Of  course,  what  you  should  do  is  read  the  arguments 
set  forth  in  the  voter  info  pamphlets  and  decide  for 
yourself.  If  you're  not  going  to  do  that  then  you  have 
three  choices:  1)  read  this  column  and  vote  the  straight 

bull  ticket;  2)  leaf  through  the  city  pamphlet  and  note 
which  side  Princess  Di  is  on  and  vote  the  opposite  way 
(the  Princess  Di  rule),  you  are  sure  to  walk  with  the 
angels;  or  3)  deface  your  ballot  and  send  the  idiots 
downtown  the  message  to  stop  bothering  us  with  all  this 
silly  shit  and  take  care  of  business. 

Anyway  here^goes,  city  initiatives  first. 

Props  A and  B - beats  the  shit  out  of  me,  close  your  eyes 
and  make  a hole  somewhere  on  the  appropriate  lines. 

Prop  C - There  is  no  Prop  C;  best  one  on  the  ballot. 

Prop  D - A blatant  and  nefarious  power  grab  disguised  as 
reform.  Brought  to  you  by  the  same  folks  who  have  given 
us  inadequate  Muni  service,  choked  streets,  and  endlessly 
sprouting  highrises.  The  Princess  Di  rule  applies  most 
strongly  here.  Or  in  the  words  of  our  esteemed  editor: 
"D  stands  for  Dianne.  D stands  for  Dumb.  D stands  for 
Don't."  Vote  No 

Prop  E - This  is  a curious  one.  the  pro  side  seems  to  be 
composed  mostly  of  the  students,  faculty,  and  administra- 
tion of  City  College  posing  as  a neighborhood  (are 
they?).  They  say  that  200  houses  built  on  the  Balboa 
reservoir  would  adversely  affect  their  neighborhood. 

On  the  other  hand  the  anti  side  seems  to  be  saying 
that  Prop  E is  some  kind  of  test  as  to  whether  or  not  San 
Franciscans  want  "affordable"  housing.  Crazy.  Who 
doesn't  want  affordable  housing?  The  houses  in  this 
development  would  cost  from  $80,000  to  $1^3»000  at  9*8$ 
interest,  making  for  monthly  payments  ranging  from  $1000- 
$2000.  Is  this  affordable  to  you? 

You  should  vote  against  this  proposition  if:  1)  You 

consider  housing  of  this  kind  affordable  and;  2)  you're 
feeling  real  lucky  and  can  get  one  of  these  200  houses. 

My  recommendation  you  ask?  Princess  Di  rule,  I reply. 
Vote  Yes. 

Prop  F - A meaningless,  ineffective,  and  pointless  ini- 
tiative championed  by  that  eternal  supervisorial  nudge, 
Quentin  Kopp.  Of  course  her  Highness,  Princess  Mayor  is 
against  it  which  brings  to  mind  the  Princess  Di  rule, 
which  leads  me  to  quote  Emerson:  "Consistency  is  the 

hobgoblin  of  little  minds."  Vote  No. 

Prop  G - Couldn't  hurt.  Vote  Yes. 

Prop  H - A tad  confused.  A mite  meaningless.  Couldn't 
hurt.  Vote  Yes. 

Prop  I & Prop  J - I like  North  Beach.  I go  to  North 
Beach.  I drive  to  North  Beach.  I use  the  Embarcadero 

Freeway.  Remember  how  beautiful  they  were  going  to  make 
Market  Street?  To  hell  with  the  rich  people's  views. 
Give  me  a break  and  Vote  No. 

Only  one  state  prop  that  I would  like  to  comment  on: 

Prop  51  - The  insurance  industry  made  over  20  billion 

dollars  in  profits  last  year.  They  want  more. 

When  interest  rates  were  high,  insurance  companies 
wanted  to  generate  mounds  of  premium  money  so  they  could 
invest  it.  This  strategy  of  greed  led  them  to  insure 
some  risks  they  would  normally  have  avoided.  Their  prof- 
its went  down  a little  but  these  avaricious  assholes 
still  made  profits  of  $75  billion  over  the  last  ten 
years.  Should  we  cry  for  the  poor  babies?  Do  they  need 
a break? 

This  is  the  second  stage  of  a nationwide  campaign  by 
the  insurance  moguls  to  convince  us  that  we  should  feel 
sorry  for  them.  The  first  stage  was  the  wholesale  rais- 
ing of  insurance  rates  for  thousands  of  small  businesses, 
increases  that  were  designed  more  to  manufacture  a crisis 
than  to  redress  problems  in  their  business.  To  hell  with 
them,  screw  them  the  way  they  screw  us.  Vote  No. 

If  I had  the  space  I would  give  you  my  annual  screed 
on  veterans  mortgages.  I don't,  so  I won't. 

•Nuff  said. 


s Mail  = 

Editor , 


I greatly  enjoy  Bill  E.  Badd's  Complaint  Dept.  What  a 
pleasure  it  is  to  find  someone  speaking  about  the 
insufferable  quasi-pseudo-conmies  and  the  even  worse  quasi- 
pseudo-christians ! These  and  the  wino/panhandler  irritation 
as  expounded  by  him  are  the  chief  irritants  of  life  in  the 
inner  Mission.  Verily  the  tarts,  chooloos,  Patels  and  "gen- 
erally deprest  nature  of  area",  are  na ' particularly 
cheering,  but  are  only  lesser  irritants. 

Much  as  I enjoy  his  column,  I needs  must  point  out  that 
the  second  part  of  the  current  one  does  na'  make  much  sense. 
He  begins  by  saying  that  his  gripe  is  about  rock.  What 
about  it?  He  goes  on  to  complain  about  the  Police,  not  rock 
(though  jLt  Jl£  a baleful  and  noisome  thing).  Quoth  him  "even 
though  it  lookt  unusual,  the  police  stopt  him".  That  seem6 
to  justify  the  police,  not  complain  o' them. 

I'm  greatly  surprised  that  the  police  would  stop  him 
for  acting  peculiar!  Seems  S.F.  and  Berk,  have  a monopoly 
on  weirdos  and  divers  nuts  wandering  t'streets  acting 
strangly  without  any  interference  from  t'gendarms.  Further 
on,  he  complains  that  the  police  stopt  him  for  ostensibly 
smoking  a joint.  This,  too,  is  mo6t  singular  as  it's  become 
so  bloody  connon  as  to  usually  go  unnoticed.  Still,  he 
doesna  make  sense.  Why  16  he  apologising  to  t'  S.F. 
tourists  for  the  police  doing  their  job? 

If  t'warn't  for  the  bleeding-heart-liberals  and  their 
conmie  supporters,  t' police  wouldst  long  long  ere  this  ha 
cleaned  up  t'streets  o'  t'  bums,  punkeretts,  winos, 
screamers,  preachers,  tarts,  bus  punk  pimps,  panhanders  and 
a68t.  crazies,  chooloos,  graffitti  vandals,  the  very  element 
you're  complaining  about. 

As  to  tourists...  on  15th  Street?  Where?  When?  What 
have  you  been  smoking  to  see  tourists  in  t'Mission?  Even 
giving  you  that  there  were  tourists,  what  makes  you  think 
they  are  going  to  be  scandalised  by  two  cops  stopping  a 
nerfarious  character.  I think  it  more  likely  that  they 
wouldst  be  heartened  by  it,  as  not! 

Lastly,  I fain  wouldst  know  when  you're  going  to  put  a 
shirt  on  and  stop  trying  to  look  like  some  mucho-macho  24th 
Street  punk/creep? 

I remain, 

Sincerely  yrs . , 

Saslkala  Devi  Dasl  (Miss) 


June  1 8 1 - 0.  J.  Ekemode  and  other  African,  American  and 
Caribbean  musicians  will  appear  at  the  Farm  (Potrero  & Army) 
to  benefit  the  Apartheid  Boycott  Initiative.  Call  864-8348. 
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3079  16th  St.  between  Mission  & Valencia  (16th  St.  BART)  861-5757 
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DERINGER 


Jim 


the  "industry",  a feeling  of  Joyous  disbelief.  It  was  as  if 
the  Yankees  and  Dodgers  ahd  simultaneously  lost  the  World 
Series . 

The  vote  was  6-1  against  Deringer  with  Commissioner 
Hemphill  dissenting.  But  even  Hemphill  voiced  strong  reser- 
vations about  the  project.  Why  did  the  Commission  reject 
their  own  department's  advice?  The  North  Mission 
Association  can  not  take  full  credit;  but  we  can  take  a 
large  share.  For  eleven  months,  we  carried  the  ball;  in 
reaching  out  to  a large  number  of  comunity  groups  and  in 
alerting  our  own  North  Mission  community.  We  effectively 
communicated  our  position  to  the  Planning  Commissioners. 
Each  Commissioner  expressed  concern  with  aspects  of  the 
project  whether  it  be  size,  design,  lack  of  planning,  or 
transit  impacts.  Dr.  Yoshio  Nakashima,  Vice-President  of 
the  Commission,  directly  credited  the  public  testimony  in 
bringing  to  his  attention  the  issue  of  small  business  and 
low  Income  tenant  displacement.  Conmiss loner  Sue  Bierman 
stated:  "Why  would  I want  to  change  the  Van  Ness-  Mission 
area?" 

Hopefully,  Mr.  Deringer  or  any  large  developer  will,  in 
the  future  SERIOUSLY  listen  to  neighborhood  concerns.  We 
have  our  doubts.  In  an  age  of  public  relations 
superviciality,  thought  and  substance  are  scarce.  These 
days,  parents  have  their  kids  read  the  Wall  Street  Journal. 
Public  life  and  social  ethics  have  little  place  in  the  lives 
of  many.  For  a moment,  let's  savor  our  victory.  With  a 
little  effort,  more  will  come. 

My  previous  article  contained  some  harsh  language  about 
some  supporters  of  Deringer.  The  use  of  the  words  "poverty 
pimps"  was  wrong  and  inappropriate.  I apologize.  The 
statements  about  Reality  House  West  were  also  inappropriate. 
Reality  House  has  done  fine  work  in  the  Tenderloin  and  has 
helped  many  low- income  San  Franciscans.  Apologies.  It  was 
still  wrong  for  outside  groups  and  individuals  to  come  into 
the  Mission  and  South  of  Market  and  voice  support  for  a 
rotten  project. 
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A community-oriented  healing  center  offering 
Acupuncture,  Chinese  Herbs,  Shiatsu  massage, 
and  Classical  Homeopathy  in  a supportive 
environment.  Sliding  fee  scale. 

Monday  2-7 

Tuesday  through  Friday  9-7 
Saturday  9:30-  2 Drop-ins  welcome. 

513  Valencia  at  16th  861-1101 
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ACUPUNCTURE  IN  PREGNANCY  AMD  DURING  BIRTH 

- by  Misha  Cohen,  C.A. 

Traditional  Chinese  medicine  has  been  used  for  thous- 
ands of  years  during  the  birth  process.  In  Asia,  traditional 
practitioners  guide  mothers  through  pregnancy  and  birthing 
often  beginning  several  months  before  conceptions  with 
advice  and  treatment  to  ensure  a healthy  pregancy. 

In  our  culture  we  are  beginning  to  understand  that  the 
health  of  the  mother  (and  father)  are  vital  to  the  health  of 
the  child.  In  Asia  and  in  other  indigenous  cultures  this 
has  always  been  known  and  great  attention  and  care  are  given 
to  the  diet,  herbs,  exercise  and  general  well-being  of  both 
mother  and  father  prior  to  conception. 

In  this  column,  I am  presenting  a first-person  descrip- 
tion of  acupuncture  in  pregnancy  and  during  birth  by  Maraya 
Holland.  Later  columns  will  be  devoted  to  pre-conception 
health,  that  during  pregnancy  and  after  labor. 

"I  started  acupuncture  on  a weekly  basis  in  the  second 
trimester  of  my  pregnancy.  I was  working  a stressful 
overnight  job,  caring  as  a single  mother  for  an  active, 
demanding  4 year  old  girl,  and  I was  pregnant  with  twins,  so 
the  stresses  on  my  boddy  were  greast.  I was  showing 
symptoms  of  that  stress...  a chronic  bladder  infection, 
constipation,  lower  back  pain. 

"The  acupuncture  was  extremely  effective  in  strengthen- 
ing my  system  to  withstand  these  stresses.  We  cleared  up  the 
bladder  and  bowel  problems  in  a short  time.  My  bronchial 
system  was  vulnerable  when  I became  pregnant  as  I was 
smoking  cigarettes  and  had  suffered  from  intermittent 
bronchitis.  I stopped  smoking  when  I became  pregnant  and 
the  acupuncture  greatly  strengthened  my  lungs  and  bronchial 
system. 

"I  experienced  painless  contractions  in  the  six  weeks 
preceding  the  birth  of  my  two  sons.  I had  dilated  two 
centimeters  at  the  time  I went  into  active  labor.  For  the 
first  two  hours  of  my  labor,  which  proceeded  very  nicely, 
only  an  occasional  contraction  was  hard  to  bear.  However, 
as  the  labor  progressed,  the  pressure  on  my  lower  back  and 
pain  increased.  My  acupuncturist,  Misha,  met  us  at  the 
hospital.  She  inserted  needles  into  my  feet  and  rotated 
them  during  the  peak  of  a contraction.  This  treatment 
enabled  me  to  breathe  slowly  and  remain  calm  during  the  peak 
of  the  contraction.  I felt  like  one  of  the  incredible  women 
in  the  birth  films  who  smiles  and  chats  during  transition. 

"It  was  incredible  to  realize  that  there  is  something 
other  than  drugs,  with  no  negative  side  effects  for  mother 
or  baby(ies),  which  can  help  with  the  pain  of  labor!  The 
pain  was  not  gone,  but  it  was  easily  manageable.  Contrac- 
tions that  had  been  almost  too  much  for  me  at  the  birth  of 
my  first  child  were  quite  within  my  ability  to  stay  "on  top" 
of  them.  I reconmend  this  pain-control  technique  enthusias- 
tically to  any  laboring  woman." 
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THE  HOUSE  ON  CAPP  STREET 


DOLORES  HEIGHTS  PROPERTIES  I1C. 

1 199  io  V»n  N*u  Av»  San  fnn.mco  9*110 


2 BUILDINGS  ON  2 LOTS 
1080-82  CAPP  & 177-79  LILAC 
3 l»rg«  $'«  on  front  lot;  1-3,  1-4  & commercial  girtge  on 
OecK  lot.  Monthly  grott  $3,215  The  Yuppie*  ere  coming 
No  rent  control  lor  owner  occupier*  Updated  plumbing  & 
electrical  Try  15%  down  4600  »q  ft.  Only  $335,000 


by  Brian  Doohan 

Last  month,  Supervisor  Harry  Britt  introduced  legislation  to  reform  current  landlord* 
owner-occupancy  laws...  identified  by  tenant  advocates  as  one  of  the  principle  instruments 
for  the  removal  of  working-class  renters  and  families  from  San  Francisco. 

Briefly,  the  current  law  allows  landlords  holding  more  than  a 10%  interest  in  a 

building  to  displace  one  tenant;  more  if  vaguely  defined  "family"  also  desire  to  move  in. 

Here1 8 a hypothetical  example  of  how  the  law  works...  now  and  if  the  legislation 
passes.  A syndicate  of  9 investors  (each  owning  11%)  purchase  a 35  unit  building.  Each 
investor  has  an  aging  parent  and  a teenage  child  who  desire  a separate  apartment.  This 

means  that  3 X 9 or  27  households  will  be  kicked  out...  a few  moving  to  more  crowded  and 
substandard  housing  elsewhere,  more  to  join  the  legion  of  the  homeless,  most  to  emigrate 
to  Livermore,  Yuba  City  or  Anchorage.  Britt's  legislation  raises  the  owner-occupancy 
interest  to  26%,  effectively  limiting  such  syndicates  to  three  partners  who,  with  their 
"families"  as  above,  would  only  be  able  to  displace  nine  tenants. 

Now,  let's  take  a not-so-hypothet  ical  example ...  the  , . . . ..  , - . 

adjacent  advert  istment , which  runs  in  the  Forum,  a free  borrower  to  ren«v  anrf  lonrHno  rhoi  r C & . y ° 

real-estate  directory  one  sees  in  newsstands  here  and  there.  V g H \ ProPer  documentation 

This  "blatant  appeal  to  greed  comes  courtesy  Wayne  Kennedy  ,,  R , R , ®ni’  ° , e r , . ngS ,*  * * , 

BbbUv  uPon  Re8ina  Barlow  s death  the  Johnson's  inherited  her 

through  Dolores  Heights  Realty.  . f interest  in  the  house  on  Capp  Street  and  its  attendant  load 

Kennedy  and  Robert  Imhoff  were  once  the  mainstays  of  - „ y.  ..  . .Tl,  7 

Landmark  Realty.  The  atory  of  the  house  on  Capp  Street  is,  °f  P*„”U®d.*d  .thc“  reHnew  that  loan  but 

in  a senee,  the  story  of  their  corporate  divorce...  which  »”  February  1, 1983,  NOBCO  s Leah  Van  Ness  wrote  Carlton 
led  to  the  revocation  of  Imhoff' s realty  license.  In  the  Johnson  that  1048  Capp  would  have  to  go  up  at  a bankruptcy 
past,  the  News  has  focused  on  how  they  treat  their  tenants.  ®a|,e*  A montn  later,  he  and  June  agreed  to  trade  their 
This  time,  let's  consider  the  Numenorean  Empire's  investors.  beleagured  interest  for  equity  in  a building  at  250  Taylor. 

The  corporate  entity  that  Imhoff  and  Kennedy  formed  as  *n  June  1983,  Maxine  Monaghan  of  the  Board  found  Imhoff 

a money-mill  was  Nob  Hill  Mortgage  (N0BC0).  Its  function,  a to  ha^e  10}45  (allowin8  a trust  fund  shortage 

perfectly  legal  one,  was  to  prospect  for  sources  of  money  to  °*  v48,500;  and  10159.5  (failure  to  license  Nob  Hill  Mort- 
be  employed  as  down-payments  on  new  Landmark  buildings  gage.**  dating  from  June  22,  1982,  a month  after  Imhoff 

utilizing  television  programs,  direct  mail  brochures  and  the  received  a stay  of  execution  on  a suspension  of  his  license) 
influence  of  certain  well-placed  attorneys.  an°  Re8*  2830  (failure  to  deposit  trust  funds  into  a bank 

Kennedy  purchased  the  building,  including  the  Lilac  account  with  a trust  designation). 

Street  properties,  in  January,  1975.  On  February  20,  1980,  °"  8 iiU8^ra*C<*  investors  poured  their  hearts  out  to 

he  borrowed  $20,000  on  the  property  from  Regina  Barlow,  an  t*Je  B°ard.  Had  I known  at  the  time  there  was  a trust  fund 
elderly  woman  living  in  Solano  County.  Barlow  invested  an  , at  NOBCO,  complained  Helen  Harpell  who  invested 

additional  $30,000  on  a house  down  the  stret  at  1048  Capp  y ,25(1’  I would  not  have  deposited  my  investment  funds." 
a month  later,  and  her  daughter  and  son-in-law,  June  and  Jean  Purcell  of  El  Sobrante  who,  after  seeing  a business 
Carlton  Johnson  also  invested  $5,000.  *c°/w*am  on  chennel  60  invested  $10,000  at  2774  Bryant, 

Landmark's  financial  strategy  was  typical  of  many  up-  vj>»000  on  501  Fillmore  and  $4,400  on  2731  Folsom  testified 
and-coming  real-estate  empires  in  San  Francisco.  The  "edge"  *;"at  8^e  ioioe<*  over  t*ie  deed  on  the  Folsom  property  on 

that  speculators  have  over  renters  and  homeowners  is  our  February  17,  1983  but  was  not  paid,  despite  her  many  calls 
system  of  tax  and  banking  laws  which  make  it  easy  for  a man  and  nUter£*  April  22. 

of  property  to  acquire  a second  building  by  mortgaging  the  At  1 received  their  documentation,"  testified 

equity  in  a first,  another  by  utilizing  the  second,  etc.  j!a®aa  iVtL  W^°  watc^ed  television  and  invested  money  in 

In  October  1981,  all  hell  broke  loose  at  NOBCO  as  N°BCO,  I did  not  know  that  borrower  Kennedy  was  also  the 
indeed  many  other  adventures  in  those  days  of  balloon  broker-officer  of  NOBCO  as  well  as  the  broker  of  Pacific 
capital  were  pricked.  Rubber  checks  skedaddled  from  its  eig  uA8  Rea^tY  *n,f* 

books  in  an  ever-increasing  torrent  like  wicked,  water-  At  n<>  time,  Johnson  told  the  Board,  "did  I agree 

tearing  brooms  from  Mickey  Mouse  Fantasia.  Its  negative  cither  orally  or  in  writing  to  loan  money  to  Nob  Hill 
balance  with  the  Crocker  Bank  of  Palo  Alto,  reaching  a peak  Mortgage,  its  principals  or  employees  for  any  other  purpose, 
of  $18,663.26  on  the  27th,  set  the  stage  for  an  acrimonious  nor  “1°  I authorize  Nob  Hill  Mortgage,  its  principals  or 
and  messy  corporate  divorce  with  Imhoff  complaining  of  his  employees  to  use  principal  or  interest  due  me  to  pay  the 
partner's  "poor  lending  practices"  in  Superior  Court  (Case  debts  or  obligations  of  ano  other  person  or  entity." 

824647),  "including,  but  not  limited  to  lending  on  inflated  ^With  characteristic  understatement,  the  Board  called 

real  estate  appraisals;  lending  to  personal  friends  without*  mild-mannered"  and  "not  a sharp,  conniving  financier", 

but  pointed  out  "...that  he  realizes  that  for  some  years  he 
has  not  complied  with  some  of  the  more  basic  laws  governing 
the  type ^ of  activity  in  which  he  and  Nob  Hill  engaged." 

Bob' s attorneys  (Tosta  and  Browning)  argued  the  public 
would  suffer  if  his  license  was  revoked.  But  on  June  20,  the 
Board's  Vera  Lee  responded  to  Bob's  appeal.  "Trust  funds 
that  belong  to  Peter  cannot  be  used  to  pay  Paul.  They  must 
stay  in  the  trust  account  until  it  is  time  to  pay  Peter. 

Respondent  (Imhoff)  has  a history  of  using  Peter's 
money  not  only  to  pay  Paul  when  Paul's  borrower  does  not 
pay,  but  also  to  pay  into  accounts  of  Respondent's  other 
business  enterprises  where  those  monies  are  used  for  other 
purposes.  In  other  words,  he  has  commingled  trust  funds 
with  other  funds  and  converted  them  to  his  own  uses." 

The  appeal  was  denied  and  Bob's  license  revoked;  that 
of  Kennedy  suspended  for  two  months,  after  which  he 
continued  in  business  at  Dolores  Heights. 

And  the  house  on  Capp  Street...  whose  tenants  have 
included  plumbers,  maids,  restaurant  workers?  If  bought  by 
speculators  and  emptied  under  any  of  numerous  loopholes  in 
the  rent  law,  those  who  have  obstructed  the  establishment  of 
vacancy  control  will  add  another  notch  to  their  briefcases. 

In  hearings  before  the  Planning,  Housing  & Development 
Committee  (PHD),  former  Supervisor  John  Bardis  said  "much  of 
the  responsibility  for  abuse  rests  in  these  chambers.  We 
elected  to  have  rent  control  without  vacancy  control.  We 
see  now  the  truth  of  our  negligence."  Calling  the  measure 
a very  meager  kind  of  band  aid",  he  nonetheless  urged  its 
passage  as  "a  small  step"  in  correcting  this  abuse. 

At  the  PHD  hearing,  the  problem  was  brought  to  the 
forefront  by  Supervisor  Willie  Kennedy  who  asked  the  City 
Attorney  if  Britt's  legislation  would  impede  her  own  plans 
to  purchase  an  apartment  building  with  a daughter  and  four 
grandchildren,  presumably  to  evict  six  unfortunate  renters. 

I m tired  of  hitting  at  problems  and  not  coming  to  a 
solution,  she  said  in  obvious  frustration. 
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We  will  help  you 
assert  your  legal 
right  to  live  in 
decent  and  safe 
housing. 


West  Bay  Law  Collective 

2017  Mission  Street.  Suite  300 
San  Francisco.  California  94110 
Telephone:  (41S)  621-0438 
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^ Call  863-AIDS 

HEALTH:  TO  BE  OR  NOT  TO  BE 

- by  Pat  Christen 

From  the  numerous  AIDS-related  scenarios  circulating, 
consider  the  follovlngi 

- In  a playground  in  the  Mission,  a group  of  drug  users 
gather  to  discuss  AIDS  awareness  among  needle  users.  All 
say  they  are  less  likely  to  share  needles  since  "AIDS 
began".  Most  would  only  share  needles  with  "friends"  now. 

- In  the  living  room  of  a Palo  Alto  home,  a Silicon 
Valley  executive  and  several  of  his  colleagues  meet  to 
discuss  programming  options  at  their  firm.  Throughout  the 
evening,  the  men  are  skin  popping  cocaine  with  one  needle. 
All  of  them  are  gay  and  all  of  them  are  aware  of  the  risk 
factors  involved  in  the  transmission  of  the  AIDS  virus.  "We 
don't  really  share  needles  here,"  explains  one  man. 
"Besides,  we're  all  friends." 

- Dave  is  a marathon  runner.  He  does  not  smoke,  avoids 


alcohol,  and  carefully  monitors  his  nutritional  intake.  He 
and  hi6  lover  have  practiced  safe  sex  for  4 years.  In 
February,  Dave  had  severe  diarrhea  that  lasted  several 
weeks.  He  finally  goes  to  the  doctor,  fearing  the  worst. 
"You  have  some  intestinal  parasites,  that's  all,"  says  the 
doctor.  "It' 8 not  unheard  of  to  pick  them  up,  even  during 
safe  sex." 

- After  testing  positive  on  the  AIDS  antibody  test, 
Susan  insisted  that  she  and  her  lover  engage  only  in  safe 
sex.  She  quit  smoking  and  now  follows  a macrobiotic  diet. 
Su6an  is  a stockbroker  and  often  works  15  hours  a day.  She 
unwinds  every  evening  by  drinking  a martini  or  two  before 
dinner.  Occasionally,  she  takes  pills  at  night  to  help  her 
sleep. 

- I 8 i t across  the  table  from  a good  friend  of  mire  who 
is  one  of  the  top  AIDS  educators  in  San  Francisco.  A pot  of 
coffee  and  a half  pack  of  Marlboros  are  consumed  as  we 
d 1 scu 8 8 the  dramatic  change  in  lifestyle  among  gay  men  as  a 
response  to  the  AIDS  epidemic.  "We  have  changed  the  sexual 
practices  of  virtually  our  entire  community,"  say6  Phil. 
"These  men  were  willing  to  make  enormous  sacrifices  to 
protect  themselves  and  protect  their  lovers." 

Unfortunately,  that  is  not  enough  anymore. 

507.  of  the  gay  men  in  San  Francisco  have  already  been 
infected  with  the  AIDS  virus.  While  it  is  vital  that  we 
continue  to  guard  against  reinfection,  that  precaution  alone 
will  not  prevent  the  development  of  full  blown  AIDS  among 

U8  . 

Safe  sex  is  only  one  aspect,  albeit  an  essential  one, 
of  AIDS  prevention. 

Obviously,  other  things  affect  the  body's  imnune  system 
besides  the  AIDS  virus.  Most  likely,  infection  with  the 
virus  alone  will  not  lead  to  full  blown  AIDS.  Many 
physicians  believe  that  other  factors  --  called  cofactors  — 
may  determine  whether  you  actually  develop  AIDS  or  remain 
healthy  after  infection  with  the  virus. 

Mo6t  gay  men  in  San  Francisco  could  list  cofactors  if 
you  asked  them.  Needle  use,  drug  use,  genetic  factors, 


alcohol,  poor  diet,  lack  of  exercise,  emotional  stress, 
concurrent  illness,  the  list  goes  on  and  on. 

But  while  you  may  be  able  to  recite  a list  of  cofactors 
you  may  not  recognize  that  you  are  actually  engaging  in 
cofactor  activities  yourself. 

The  needle  users  in  the  Mission  and  the  needle  users  in 
Palo  Alto  are  Increasing  their  risk  for  developing  AIDS  by 
sharing  needles,  even  1 f they  only  share  with  friends . 
Friensd  can  be  infected  witht  he  virus.  Friends  can  also 
carry  hepatitis,  mononucleosis,  and  other  diseases  that  can 
be  transmitted  in  blood.  All  these  diseases  bludgeon  your 
imnune  system,  leaving  you  vulnerable  to  an  all  out  assault 
by  the  AIDS  virus. 

Coffee  and  cigarettes  also  have  adverse  effects  on  the 
immune  system.  Similarly,  a poor  diet,  high  stress  or  lack 
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of  sleep  can  all  pick  away  at  the  body's  stamina. 

The  AIDS  virus  is  an  insidious  killer.  It  can  "hang 
out"  in  your  t-cells  (the  cells  that  coordiante  immune 
response)  indefinitely,  causing  no  symptoms  whatsoever.  You 
may  feel  great.  You  have  safe  sex.  You  take  good  care  of 
yourself. 

And  the  virus  waits. 

After  awhile,  you  get  lax  in  your  behavior;  you  may 
start  drinking,  doing  coke  or  poppers  occasionally,  maybe 
you  start  smoking  again.  And  you  still  look  good.  Really 
good. 

Inside  your  body,  however,  the  cells  that  have  helped 
to  keep  the  virus  in  check  may  suddenly  alter  their 
function,  to  counteract  the  effects  of  the  parasites  or 
caffeine  and  nicotine  that  circulate  in  your  blood. 

In  responding  to  the  cofactors,  you  body  may  no  longer 
be  able  to  defend  against  viral  destruction  of  the  t-cells. 
We  don't  know  exactly  how  this  happens.  Maybe  the  virus  ahs 
sewn  its  genetic  machinery  (its  set  of  instructions  for 
functioning)  into  the  t-cells'  genetic  machinery.  The  virus 
may  then  lie  dormant,  "unexpressed",  until  a cofactor 
triggers  the  t-cell  into  using  the  virus  machinery  to  create 
new  virii. 

I t ' 8 possible  that  reinfection  with  the  AIDS  virus 
introduces  a new  strain  of  virus  into  the  body.  The  new 
virus  might  be  only  slightly  different  from  the  virus 
already  present,  but  the  combination  proves  lethal  to  the  t- 
cell,  deadly  to  the  immune  system. 

What  does  all  this  mean?  It  means  we  have  to  take  a 
more  sophisticated  approach  to  AIDS  prevention.  We  must 
continually  educate  ourselves  on  viral  transmission  and 
viral  reproduction  and  the  possible  role  cofactors  play  in 
both  areas. 


We  have  expended  enormous  amounts  of  energy  to  altar 
our  sexual  habits.  We  should  ensure  that  the  sacrifice  in 
this  area  is  not  rendered  meaningless  by  careless  behavior 
in  other  areas  of  our  lives.  For  example t 

- if  you  use  needles,  stop;  or  at  least  stop  sharing 
them.  If  you  must  share  them,  clean  them  with  bleach  and 
rinse  them  thoroughly  with  water  before  you  pass  the  works. 

- if  you  smoke,  stop;  or  cut  back  or  change  brands  to  a 
less  caustic  substitute. 

- if  you  are  not  having  safe  sex,  start  now!  And 
remember  to  get  regular  check-up  for  intestinal  parasites 
that  can  still  be  transmitted  even  during  safe  sex. 

- avoid  the  use  of  drugs,  especially  during  sexual 
activity,  to  ensure  that  you  follow  the  guidelines  you  set 
for  yourself. 

- avoid  alcohol,  caffeine,  and  excess  stress  whenever 
possible. 

- exercise!  Go  running,  swimming,  take  walks.  Use  the 
stairs  instead  of  the  elevator.  You  will  find  that  even  a 
small  increase  in  exercise  will  have  a large  and  positive 
effect  on  your  attitude  and  sense  of  well  being. 

Most  Importantly,  give  yourself  a pat  on  the  back  when 
you  make  even  minor  changes  in  your  cofactor  activity.  Give 
yourself  credit  when  you  alter  negative  behavior  and  replace 
it  with  a positive  substitute. 

Finally,  keep  yourself  Informed.  Call  the  San  Francisco 
AIDS  Foundation  HOTLINE  at  863-AIDS  to  get  your  questions 
answered  with  the  facts.  The  Hotline  is  open  9t00  AM  - 9t00 
PM  Monday  through  Friday  and  lit 00  AM  - 3»«00  PM  Saturday  and 
Sunday. 
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Monthly  series  Ron  Kovic,  Monday,  July  7 

also  includes:  Carolyn  Kizer,  Friday,  January  16, 1987 

DONATION  $5.00 

Advance  tickets:  St.  Francis  Hotel,  Union  Square 
Lobby  Ticket  Agency 

6:00  - 7:45  p.m. 
RECEPTION 
(NO-HOST  BAR) 

INFORMATION: 

633  Post  Street,  suite  602,  San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

Please  make  certain  1 continue  to  receive  information  • 

about  the  POETRY  AT  THE  PRESS  CLUB  OF  : 

SAN  FRANCISCO  series.  ! 

8:00  - 8:45  p.m. 
READINGS 

9:00  - 9:30  p.m. 

NAME 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 

ADDRESS  1 

9:30  - 10:00  p.m. 
BOOK  SIGNING 

CITY/STATE  ZIP  • 

GRAFFITi 


- by  Doris  Ward,  S.F.  Supervisor 
has  received  numerous  calls  and 
letters  about  graffiti  and  its  proliferation  around  San 
Franc i6co.  People  throughout  the  city  are  calling  for 
action  that  will  remove  this  outlaw  art  from  their 
coxnnunity.  Everybody  shares  the  concern  that  graffiti  is  as 
unsightly  in  a neighborhood  as  paper  strewn  all  over  the 
sidewalk  or  trash  and  debris  sitting  around  on  city  streets. 

On  each  occasion,  I have  suggested  that  a constructive 
approach  to  cleaning  up  graffiti  is  the  best  one.  Since 

small  business,  property  owners  and  neighborhood  residents 
are  feeling  the  brunt  of  this  scribbled  invasion,  it  is  my 
sense  that  community  wide  actions  should  take  place  which  do 
not  defeat  the  efforts  of  the  Mayor  and  other  officials 
charged  with  the  removal  of  graffiti.  Rather  these  actions 
should  enhance  those  efforts  so  that  we  are  all  working 
together . 

I have  asked  the  Mayor  to  recommend  to  the  San 
Francisco  School  Board  that  a contest  be  held  among  the 
students  called  "Stop  Graffiti  Now".  The  winning  entry 
might  be  made  into  a poster  and  the  student  who  creates  the 
poster  entry  would  be  acclaimed  by  the  loc^l  press,  the  San 
Francisco  Chamber  of  Connnerce,  and  other  business  groups. 

This  contest  would  serve  to  increase  the  awareness  of 
youngsters  about  the  role  of  art  in  our  community  and  the 
difference  between  graffiti  as  an  eyesore  and  art  worth 
having  in  our  community.  If  we  instruct  young  people  about 
the  negative  effects  of  graffiti  then  we  shall  have  taken 
one  great  step  towards  its  prevention. 

Another  recommendation  that  seems  useful  is  calling 
upon  district  merchants,  churches  and  community 
organizations  to  help  their  constituencies  become  more  aware 
of  the  effects  of  graffiti  upon  the  community,  but  also  way6 
to  clean  up  the  mess  it  creates.  This  can  be  done  by 
holding  neighborhood  clean-up  sessions  on  Saturdays  or 
evenings.  These  community  responses  could  then  be  shared 
through  neighborhood  association  meetings.  A neighborhood 
might  find  a novel  way  of  getting  rid  of  graffiti  that 
others  have  not  tried,  such  approaches  should  be  shared 
until  we  have  changed  the  face  of  San  Francisco  by  getting 
rid  of  graffiti. 

Residents  in  every  neighborhood  should  be  encouraged  to 
respond  to  graffiti  by  discussing  this  important  issue  with 
their  neighbors.  When  one  of  us  sees  an  act  of  "graffiti 
scrawl"  taking  place,  that  person  should  call  the  police  and 
identify  the  place  and  the  scrawler.  Each  of  us  has  a 
responsibility  in  preventing  the  spread  of  graffiti  in  our 
city. 

More  response  by  the  San  Francisco  Police  to  calls 
about  graffiti  scrawl"  will  foster  enforcement  of  the 
existing  laws  which  make  these  acts  illegal  and  disfavored. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  has  considered  stiffening 
penalties  for  acts  of  "graffiti  scrawl"  and  has  sought  to 
hold  parents  responsible  when  these  acts  are  being  performed 
by  youth.  The  Board  has  also  sought  incarceration  for  these 
acts  as  a way  to  encourage  the  demise  of  graffiti.  I shall 
urge  the  Board  to  request  a deadline  be  set  to  hear  reports 
about  the  increased  or  decreased  incidence  of  graffiti  in 
San  Francisco.  I encourage  all  interested  San  Franciscans 
to  call  the  Mayor's  office  and  encourage  her  to  review  and 
implement  these  ideas  as  efforts  to  stop  graffiti. 

The  most  profound  method  for  decreasing  graffiti  in  our 
midst  is  greater  public  awareness  and  action  against  thi6 
urban  disease.  If  we  all  work  together  in  spreading  the 
word,  we  can  "Stop  Graffiti  Now!" 
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WARS 


Way  back  in  about  the  sixth  century  or^  so,  the  Pharaoh 
Akamenton  of  Egypt  responded  to  markings  being  made  by  the 
populace  on  some  of  the  natinal  landmarks,  several  pyramids 
and  the  Justice  Department  by  making  an  edict  illegalizing 
all  forms  of  graffitti.  The  penalty  for  being  caught  with  a 
spray  can  (in  those  days,  a pallate  of  dyes  and  a camel's 
hair  paint  brush)  was  dismemberment.  The  maker  of  graffitti 
was  cut  into  seven  parts  and  distributed  around  the  barnyard 
of  the  Pharaoh's  palace. 


In  1986,  in  San  Francisco,  yet  another  war  on  graffitti 
is  taking  place.  The  city  government,  with  Dianne  Felnsteiii 
in  the  lead,  has  declared  war  on  graffitti.  The  police  have 
been  mobilized  to  deal  with  this  epidemic,  and  the  idea  of 
vandalism  surfaces  repeatedly. 

Yet,  what  is  vandalism,  when  it  gets  right  down  to  it? 
Vandalism  is  the  destruction  of  private  property,  which  is 
comparable  to  killing  and  eating  a sacred  cow  in  traditional 
Hindu  society.  Here,  it  is  the  defacing  of  walls  by  spray 
paint  and  magic  marker. 

The  markers  truly  are  magic,  and  the  notion  of  defacing 
is  one  that  varies  in  San  Francisco  society.  At  Club  Nine, 
a sometimes  popular  South  of  Market  night  club,  graffitti 
art  was  commissioned  to  decorate  the  exterior.  At  the  Eye 
Gallery,  when  we  couldn't  decide  what  to  put  in  the  window 
for  the  fifth  annual  member's  show,  a graffitti  artist  was 
hired  to  do  the  window.  In  the  Mission  District,  views  on 
graffitti  vary,  but  everyone  must  be  a connoisseur  at  some 
level,  as  it  is  part  of  everyday  experience.  Finally,  the 
graffitti  artists  themselves  certainly  don't  reduce  their 
concept  of  graffitti  to  mere  destruction  of  property. 

According  to  graffitti  photographer  Linda  Wilson^ 
graffitti  is  a mark  of  identity  made  by  young  people  to 
assert  themselves  in  their  community.  Much  of  graffitti 
revolves  around  highly  .stylized  signatrues.  To  sign  some- 
thing is  to  possess  it,  to  some  degree.  This  view  of 
graffitti  says  that  it  is  an  act  by  some  residents  to  claim 
their  own  neighborhood,  a view  I would  tend  to  subscribe  to 
especially  when  considered  in  light  of  property  relations. 
Neighborhoods  like  the  Mission  are  subject  to  gentr if icat ion 
and  population  displacement  and,  perhaps  equally  important 
in  this  situation,  large  ugly  billboards  promoting  consumer 
culture  in  a language  that  does  not  reflect  the  languages 
and  culture  of  the  residents.  Anyone  with  any  degree  of 
sensitivity  would  want  to  blow  those  things  up  and  graffitti 
is  a way  of  reclaiming  street  media  from  them. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  City  government  has  got 
it  into  her  head  to  rid  the  City  of  graffitti.  It  is  a 
naive  notion  doomed  to  failure,  of  course,  much  the  same  as 
in  Akamenton' 8 time,  and  it  has  some  obvious  bad  effects. 
At  the  most  immediate  level,  it  promotes  an  antagonistic 
stance  on  the  part  of  the  police  directed  towards  teenagers. 

On  higher  levels  of  city  government,  this  decision  is 
not  based  on  making  certain  crucial  distinctions,  most 
importantly,  distinguishing  between  relatively  harmless  acts 
like  graffitti  and  real  crime...  violent  acts  such  as 
stealing,  physical  attacks,  rape  and  dangerous  driving.  At 
General  Hospital's  emergency  clinic,  a disproportionate 
number  of  seriously  injured  people  have  been  involved  in 
traffic  accidents  in  the  neighborhood  or  were  in  fights. 
There  have  been  no  graffitti  injuries. 

The  war  on  graffitti  is  justified  by  the  idea  of 
cleaning  up  the  city.  Graffitti  is  characterized  as  being 
unsightly.  Yet  this  perception  of  it  is  not  one  that  is 
unanimously  shared.  In  actuality,  it  comes  from  a desire  to 
make  the  world  conform  to  the  sensibilities  of  the  dominant 
classes,  which  relegate  art  to  being  solely  in  the  hands  of 
galleries  and  museums  and  define  the  struggling  artist  as 
one  who  is  working  to  get  her  or  his  work  into  the  gallery 
and  museum  system.  It  does  not  include  a particular  respect 
for  artistic  experssion  that  exists  outside  of  these 
structures  which  graffitti,  by  its  very  nature,  does. 

The  attempt  to  eliminate  graffitti,  then,  is  an  attempt 
to  make  the  Mission  Dsitrict  conform  to  the  forces  that  view 
the  City  as  property  and  the  Mission  as  being  on  the  market. 
In  other  words,  this  attempt  to  enforce  a "beautification" 
program  on  the  neighborhood  is  part  of  a mechanism  of  gen- 
trification.  It  adheres  to  the  same  principles  of  marketing 
used  for  any  product,  first  make  it  presentable,  then  sell 
it.  There  is  a war  declared  on  graffitti  because  graffitti 
stands  in  the  way  of  real  estate  sales. 

Things  have  changed  since  Akamenton' 8 time,  though  much 
remains  the  same.  We,  in  the  Pharaoh's  barnyard,  must  be 
ever  vigilant  in  the  protection  of  our  turf. 


io 


EGG  SHELL  TANGO 


On  a day  to  day  basis,  for  almost  a year,  I have  been 
hit  with  the  realization  that  to  rent  an  apartment  in  the 
Mission  is  no  longer  as  easy  86  it  was  just  three  years  ago 
when  there  really  were  plenty  of  vacant,  reasonably  cheap, 
pretty  Victorians. 

******** 

FRIDAY.  One  last  try  before  moving  to  the  East  Bay  for 
the  summer.  I call  the  landlord  of  an  apartment  on  Folsom. 
He  sounds  young,  enterprising,  White.  His  prize  is  going 
for  $800  over  the  weekend;  henceforth,  it  would  rent  at 
$900.  I tried  to  hold  my  wildly  beating  heart  from  getting 
out  of  my  throat  and  into  the  mouthpiece.  The  apartment  on 
Folsom  seems  spacious,  looks  beautiful  from  the  outside.  I 
have  seen  Victorians  cut  into  thirds^  each  mealy  renovated 
section  going  for  $850,  ugly  light  fees,  carpet'  to  carpet 


basement  apartments  at  Manhattan  prices. 

"Would  you  take  a deposit  for  the  apartment  tomorrow?" 
I ask. 

"Yeah,"  he  says,  grandly. 

"How  much?"  I inquire,  positive,  bright,  upbeat. 

"The  whole  thing." 

He's  definately  short  on  language,  or  maybe  just 
letting  me  paint  my  own  windows  shut. 

"Uh...  $2,000?"  I offer. 

When  I don't  hesitate  on  the  "2",  he  perks  up. 

"Well,  let  me  see,"  he  does  a quick  figure  in  his  head. 
"2,100,  to  be  exact." 

"When  can  I see  it?" 

******** 

SATURDAY:  The  second  day  in  my  tango  with  the 

landlords . 

It  i6  a 6trange  way  to  show  an  apartment.  The 
landlords  --  a divorced  but  chummy  couple  --  are  fulfilling 
separate  duties  — he,  the  barbecue  on  the  small  deck,  she, 
cutting  strawberries  into  a big  bowl  in  her  apartment  --  at 
what  appears  to  be  an  unadvertised  open  house.  The 
apartment  in  question  is  across  the  hall,  open,  brilliantly 
light,  up  for  grabs.  One  swift  feet-off-the-ground  tour  and 
I am  ready  to  suffer  for  this  apartment,  perfectly  placed, 
one  block  from  24th,  the  pulsing  heart  of  the  Mission. 

I cross  the  hall  to  tell  "her"  I am  interested.  I'd 
like  to  fill  out  an  application...  I can  give  her  a check 
immediately.  The  female  side  of  this  partnership  pursues 
the  cutting  of  her  strawberries  with  calm  intent.  The  side- 
long look  she  finally  throws  over  the  bowl  of  cut  ones  at  me 
tells  me  I might  ahve  done  better  to  approach  the  male  half. 
"I  don't  want  to  give  it  to  the  first  person  who  wants  it," 
she  says,  blunt. 

More  amiably,  I am  told  to  come  back  "a  little  later" 
"around  4"  when  "some  friends"  will  be  dropping  by. 

Unable  to  help  myself,  I come  back,  punctual  to  the 
second  hand,  ignoring  all  ugly  signs  that  to  get  this 
apartment,  the  landlords  want  to  see  my  social  skills  with 
their  friends.  I have  my  lucky  number,  2100  of  them,  in  my 
hand.  I am  ready  to  play  wild. 

Despite  not  wanting  to  give  the  apartment  to  the  first 
person  who  wants  it,  "she"  accepts  the  first  person's  check 
along  with  her  application.  My  well  rehearsed  words  come 
out  perfectly:  good  tenant,  bla  bla  bla,  stable,  bla  bla 
bla... 

Now  I become  talkative  at  thi6  party.  I don't  let  on 
in  any  way  that  if-  this  were  free  will  I would  leave  this 
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Band  Audition  4-9:00pm  D.J.  Kevin  C.  9:00  to  2:00an 
"Open  Screen"  Experimental  Film  Showcase  + Dancing  at  11:00pm 
"Special  Beat  Patrol"  w/ . D.J.  Veronika.  + special  guests 
Ten  Tall  Men  10:00pm  rock  + pool  tournament  & prizes 
"One  World  Beat"  w /.  D.J.  Jonathon  E.  9:30pm 
The  Furies.  White  Front  4 The  Stout  Hearted  9:00pm  rock 
The  Return  of  Lambs  Bread  4 Jah  Big  9:O0pn  reggae 
"Us  Girls"  dance  party  for  women  and  their  friends 
"Carnival  Night  Samba  Party"  w/ . Blocos  de  Amigos 

4 Baianas  Modernas 

"Open  Screen"  Experimental  Film  Showcase  4 Dancing  at  il :00pm 
"Special  Beat  Patrol"  w/.  D.J.  Veronika.  4 special  guests 

The  Social  Club  10:00pm  rock  4 pool  tournament  & prizes 
"One  World  Beat"  w/ . D.J.  Jonathon  E.  9:30pm 
Legal  Reins  4 The  Out  Band  9:00pm  rock 
Carribean  Allstars  9:00pm  reggae 
"Urban  Dance"  w /.  D.J.  Donna  Rego  9:00pm 
Band  Audition  4-9:00pm  D.'J.  Kevin  C.  9:00  to  2:00am 

"Open  Screen"  Experimental  Film  Showcase  4 Dancing  at  11:00pm 
"Special  Beat  Patrol"  w/ . D.J.  Veronika.  4 special  guests 
Third  Term  10:00pm  rock  4 pool  tournament  & prizes 
"One  World  Beat"  w /.  D.J.  Jonathon  E.  9:30pm 

4 special  guests  Bichigi  Bai  Congo  B-9:30pm  rock 
Typhoon  4 Paranoid  Blue  9:00pm  rock 
Zula  Pool  9:U0pm  rock 

"Urban  Dance"  w/.  D.J.  Donna  Rego  9:00pn 

Band  Audi.tion  4-9:O0pm  D.J.  Kevin  C.  9:00  to  2:00am 

"Open  Screen"  Experimental  Film  Showcase  4 Dancing  at  11:00pm 

"Special  Beat  Patrol"  w/ . D.J.  Veronika.  4 special  guests 

Voodoo  A Go  Go  10:00pm  rock  4 pool  tournament  A prizes 
"One  World  Beat"  w/ . D.J.  Jon:  ^n  E.  9:30pm 

Wages  of  Sin.  Tripod  Jimmy.  & ut  20/19  9:00pn»  rock 
Reggae  Calendar  Benefit  with  special  guests 
"Us  Girls"  dance  par  for  women  and  their  friers,. 

Band  Audition  4-9:0t  D.J.  Kevin  C.  9:00  to  2:00am 

"Ooen  Screen"  Experi.  tal  Film  Showcase  * Dancing  at  11:00pm 
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particular  party  immediately,  giving  free  reign  to  the 
growing  number  of  mental  invectives  I'm  collecting  on  the 
way  out.  Not  my  type  of  party,  not  my  type  of  people.  And 
those  toy  sheriff  stars  I notice,  with  terror,  pinned  on 
several  shirts.  Did  I step  into  an  EST  nightmare?  Am  I in 
Berkeley  about  six  years  ago?  Prettily  I ask  about  the 
stars.  The  landlord  (he)  tells  me,  ''They're  for  the 
guardians  of  the  fun.  We'll  arrest  anybody  who's  not  having 
fun." 

After  a polite  amount  of  time,  I leave.  My  prospective 
landlord  (she)  throws  me  an  assurance  which  doesn't  assure 
me  of  anything.  "Don't  worry,  we  won't  forget  about  you. 
Call  tomorrow." 

******** 

SUNDAY  morning  I am  waiting  anxiously  for  the  reason- 
able hour  of  10:00  to  call.  Friends  have  been  telling  me  to 
play  it  cool.  Since  6:00  in  the  morning  I have  been  making 
hourly  checks  on  the  perspiration  under  my  arms.  Under  the 
circumstances  this  is  as  much  as  I can  do  to  stay  cool. 

It  has  been  too  long,  sleeping  sometimes  three  to  a 
piece  of  foam  on  friends'  generously  offered  floors;  me,  my 
girl,  my  boyfriend.  When  I show  up  at  the  landlord's  door 
at  10:30,  so  much  for  feigned  coolness:  their  two  big  dogs 
sniff  me  suspiciously  and  start  to  bark  furiously  at  the 
adrenalin  coming  at  them  in  successive  waves. 

******** 

At  10:33,  my  heart  sinks  when  the  landlord  tells  me 
that,  despite  my  deposit,  there  is  an  advertised  open  house 
from  12  to  5 today.  He  points  the  ad  out  in  the  Chronicle. 
"Since  I have  your  deposit,  I really  shouldn't  even  show 
it,"  he  says  as  though  considering  some  abstract  moral 
problem,  one  that  he's  never  thought  of  before.  "But  I have 
to,"  he  apologizes. 

I ask  meekly  for  the  least  I can  ask  for,  a receipt  for 
my  check,  and  leave,  thinking  I'm  bound  for  Oakland.  All  is 
lost . 

******** 

I decide  to  park  discreetly  near  my  lost  apartment  to 
wait  to  see  who  is  going  to  be  sleeping  thqre  tonight.  My 
passion  to  know  all  can  only  be  compared  to  the  passion  I 
felt  at  17,  a love  that  has  not  met  with  equals  since.  I 
look  longingly  up  at  the  darkened  windows,  check  out  the 
cars  that  suspiciously  slow  on  my  corner,  and  lift  a bottle 
of  consolation  to  my  lips.  Amazingly  no  one  goes  in.  I had 
been  to  an  open  house  on  Fair  Oaks  not  two  weeks  before  that 
had  been  thick  with  losers.  The  applications  had  even  run 
out.  I hope  madly  that  this  location  is  just  not  suited  to 
the  people  looking  for  vacancies  on  Fair  Oaks. 

******** 

At  4:30,  eyewitness  to  the  fact  that  the  Fair  Oaks 
crowd  missed  their  opportunity,  I walk  up  the  stairs  on 
Folsom  with  a bounce.  Even  the  dogs  are  getting  used  to  me. 

I am  finally  prepared  to  feel  equal  to  ray  landlords.  At 
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last,  30  hours  after  accepting  my  check,  ve  would  negotiate 
the  lease.  In  the  last  hour  I have  run  all  over  town  making 
sure  my  references  have  their  stories  straight.  The  land- 
lords stop  me  on  the  penultimate  step.  Flanking  me,  one  — 
I'm  not  sure  which  --  says  "Looks  pretty  good,  only  a half 
hour  to  go...  " There  follows  an  interrogation  into  my 
lifestyle,  my  child  (with  her  grandmother),  my  man  (on  the 
East  Coast),  while  their  eyes  play  heaven-knows-what  game 
with  each  other,  now  suspicious,  now  playful,  now  sick  and 
tired  of  the  whole  game,  always  avaricious. 

Now,  this  is  choice:  the  eye-play  between  them  results 
in  what  appears  to  t^em  to  be  a brilliant  way  to  judge  my 
character.  "He"  decides  he  wants  to  see  my  car.  The  two 
d i 8 cus s the  whys  and  why-nots  of  this  for  a moment... 

I am  so  far  within  their  game,  there  is  no  way  out 
except  down  the  stairs  leading  my  --  I am  sure  of  it  now  — 
landlord  to  my  image  made  mechanical,  mirror  of  my 
lifestyle,  my  car.  I am  lucky  that  it's  been  about  ten  days 
now  that  I'm  no  longer  driving  the  blue  wreck,  that  car 
would  surely  cause  a crisis  of  the  soul  in  my  landlord  of 
such  magnitude  he  might  melt  away  on  the  spot,  the  vision  of 
months  of  detritus  rotting  on  the  floors,  the  unholy 
arrangement  of  cover less  seats,  the  broken  tail  lamps.  Oh 
Ugly! 

As  it  is,  I have  to  lead  his  vision  away  from  the  empty 
bottle  of  wine  on  the  front  seat,  the  week  old  styrofoam  cup 
on  the  da6h  of  my  new  car,  the  neat  piles  already  starting 
to  intermix  on  the  back  seat.  "But  look  at  the  exterior,"  I 
say  to  him.  "Everything  is  perfect,"  from  years  of  its 
previous  owners  careful  attention  to  their  '79  Chevy,  not 
through  any  virtue  of  my  own.  My  landlord  seriously  nods 
his  agreement.  I have  passed  his  aesthetics  test  by  a slim 
margin. 

******** 

7:00  SUNDAY.  Telephone  calls  to  my  mother,  my 
employer,  my  ex-landlord  all  check  out.  I know  this  because 
I'm  having  dinner  with  my  ex-landlord  when  "she"  calls,  her 
last  and  most  Important  reference,  and  luckily  a good  friend 
of  mine. 

******** 


Finally,  the  empty  rooms  with  their  doors  shut  around 
me.  A silent  tango  in  the  dark  with  my  most  important, 
reference,  admiring  my  new  apartment,  its  many  attributes, 
feeling  many  things  are  possible  with  a new  beginning, 
protected  for  a moment  from  the  thought  that  I really  have 
nothing  except  these  few  steps  in  the  dark... 
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yVeare  across  the  street  trom  the  movies. 


Come  —join 
us,  before  or 
after  the  show. 
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BOARD  GAMES  - «>y  »ick  Hom.feit 

DATELINE  San  Francisco  - June  1992: 

It  was  announced  today  that  Carmel  Mayor  Clint  Eastwood 
j/ill  accept  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States  uncontested 
by  either  major  American  party,  the  far  right  Neo-Rego- 
Publicans  or  the  extreme  right  LaRouche-ocrats . The  only 
protest  came  from  a small  remnant  of  pinko- leaning  John 
Birchers  and  a handful  of  left-wing  Goldwater  purists. 

Mayor  Eastwood's  brilliant  political  career  began  with 
his  1985  run  for  Mayor  of  Carmel  on  the  platform  of  open 
enterprise  development.  Within  a few  months,  Eastwood  and  a 
crack  team  of  Enforcers  had  opened  Carmel  enterprise 
development  enough  to  engulf  areas  reaching  as  far  north  a6 
Santa  Cruz  and  as  far  south  as  San  Luis  Obispo. 

When  informed  this  morning  of  his  elevation  from  Mayor 
of  the  Western  Seaboard  to  President  of  the  country, 
President  Eastwood  squinted  and  mumbled,  "Yeah?  Well  I know 
just  how  to  deal  with  those  Washington  scum." 

Then,  reliving  his  role  in  "High  Plains  Drifter",  he 
ordered  that  every  building  in  Washington  be  painted  red  and 
all  signs  at  entrances  to  the  District  of  Columbia  be 
changed  to  read  "Welcome  to  Hell". 

ON  THE  LOCAL  SCENE: 

With  the  pending  inauguration  of  President  Eastwood, 


Enforcer  Storm  Troopers  entrenched  in  Daly  City  have 
withdrawn  to  go  to  Hell  (formerly  Washington)  leaving  local 
politicos  to  breathe  a sigh  of  relief  and  to  get  back  to 
some  unfinished  City  business. 

First  order  of  business  for  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
wa6  the  final  passage  of  the  commercial  rent  control  bill. 
Some  say  this  bill  has  come  too  late  as  most  small 
businesses  followed  the  large  corporations  out  to  the  Carmel 
boroughs  of  Concord  and  Walnut  Creek  where  all  big  business 
is  now  transacted. 

Still  others  see  the  positive  side.  Supervisor  Doris 
Ward,  breaking  years  of  silence,  has  been  rumored  to  have 
said  "Some  people  see  this  city  as  half  empty,  I see  it  half 
full." 

On  the  sports  scene...  yielding  to  Giants'  complaints 
that  the  three  year  old  China  Basin  Bowl  is  in  a tacky 
neighborhood  full  of  drunken  sailors,  the  Board  has  decided 
to  abandon  the  six  billion  dollar  facility  to  build  a new 
stadium  on  the  6ite  of  the  old  B of  A World  Headquarters, 
now  a low  rent  housing  development  called  The  Brown  Palace. 
Expecting  resistance,  Supervisor  Richard  Hongisto  has  volun- 
teered to  meet  the  tenants  of  "The  Brown  Palace"  armed  with 
only  two  hundred  cases  of  Chenin  Blanc,  hoping  to  negotiate 
a relocation  to  the  now-empty  Embarcadero  Center  II. 

Supervisor  Bill  Maher,  in  a last  ditch  effort  to  save 
MUNI,  has  come  up  with  a perfect  ad  campaign,  "Snob  Appeal". 
According  to  the  Supervisor's  plkan,  a one  way  ride  will 
cost  $15  with  transfers  costing  an  additional  $5.  Wine  and 
hors  d'oeurves  will  be  served  and  the  back  sections  of  buses 
will  be  reserved  for  gambling.  Supervisor  Maher  says  "Look, 
with  all  the  people  who  can  afford  cars  riding  the  buses  we 
can  clean  up  the  parking  problem  and  keep  MUNI  afloat  for 
another  2,  maybe  3 year6." 

This  week  Mayor  Molinari,  hosting  a reception  for 
Hawaiian  Governor  Imelda  Marcos,  was  asked  to  comment  on  the 
suicide  of  14  year  old  Bobby  Fieldman  who  had  been  placed  in 
the  Juvenile  Detention  Center  for  skipping  math  class. 

Mayor  Molinari  said  "It's  tragic,  I visited  the  cell 
where  Bobby  was  incarcerated  and  saw  the  pathetic  message  he 
left  scrawled  on  the  wall.  How  that  kid  got  his  hands  on  a 
magic  marker  I just  can't  understand." 

Ex-Supervisor  Wendy  Nelder  has  finally  been  successful 
in  bringing  election  fraud  charges  against  the  woman  who 
beat  her  out  of  her  Supervisor's  job  back  in  '86,  Angela 
Alioto.  According  to  Ms.  Nelder,  Ms.  Alioto  put  a rubber 
band  around  her  head,  got  into  a kimono  and  campaigned  in 
Japan-Town  telling  voters  there  that  Alioto  is  a Japanese 
name.  When  asked  to  coinnent.  Supervisor  Alioto  said  "When  I 
need  some  old  Buddy  Hackett  schtick  to  outsmart  Wendy  I'll 
join  the  Fieldman  kid!" 

Finally,  this  week  Herb  Caen  turned  90.  With  old 
enmity  past,  ex-Mayor  Diane  Feinstein  hosted  a gala  birthday 
party  attended  by  the  cream  of  San  Francisco  society  (or  at 
least  the  few  left  alive  that  Herb  can  remember). 

Herb  reminisced  endlessly  about  a time  in  San  Francisco 
history  when  commerce  flourished,  about  skyscrapers  filled 
with  executives  and  secretaries  instead  of  abandoned  hulks 
that  now  howl  windowless  in  the  wind. 

He  spoke  fondly  of  a time  when  there  was  a Wendy's  or 
Burger  King  on  every  corner,  and  a Petit  Boulangerie  if  you 
were  in  the  mood  for  something  elegant. 

He  reminded  us  of  when  things  were  more  quaint  and 
simple  when  Van  Ness  Annex  East  was  known  as  The  Tenderloin, 
Extreme  Lower  Pacific  Heights  was  known  as  Church  Street, 
and  South  Van  Ness  Annex  was  the  Latino  neighborhood  known 
as  the  Mission  (boy  those  were  the  days,  if  only  we  had 
known  it ! damn ! ) . 
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West  Coast  Conference  on  Socialism  & Activism: 

Progressive  Politics 
in  a 

Conservative  Era 

July  25-27 

U.  of  California,  Berkeley  Wheeler  Auditorium 

Featured  speakers  include  Bernie  Sanders,  socialist  mayor 
of  Burlington,  Vt.  and  Jack  O'Dell,  leading  strategist 
of  the  National  Rainbow  Coalition 

Workshops  and  panels  on  strategies/issues,  building  movements, 
culture  and  activism,  skills 
Sponsored  by  The  Guardian,  The  Progressive,  Socialist  Review 


Registration: 

$15  Advance  ($20  at  the  door) 
$10  Students,  Unemployed 


Mall  to:  Conference 
7 Aztec  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 


WORST  NEW  BUSINESS  DAVI»PER0 

The  Pay  N'Pak  store  is  a living  nightmare  for 
neighborhood  residents.  The  home  improvement  center  located 
in  the  block  bounded  by  Folsom,  15th,  Shotwell  and  14th 
Streets  has  caused  traffic,  noise,  and  parking  problems  from 
the  day  it  opened  on  November  15,  1985. 

In  October  of  1984,  the  City  Planning  Commission  unani- 
mously approved  the  building  permit  application  for  Pay 
N'Pak.  They  ignored  the  protests  from  the  North  Mission 
Association  that  a large  retail  store  was  unsuitable  for 
that  site. 

As  is  the  case  in  many  controversial  projects,  the 
Commission  attached  conditions  to  their  approval.  One  of 
the  conditions  was  that  "Truck  and  trailer  deliveries  to  the 
project  shall  be  limited  to  a maximum  of  two  trips  per  day." 
Pay  N'Pak  has  repeatedly  violated  thi6  condition.  At  times 
there  have  been  over  ten  deliveries  a day,  all  of  them 
pulling  up  to  the  receiving  dock  on  15th  Street. 

The  Planning  Department  ha6  turned  the  permit  violation 
over  to  the  City  Attorney's  office  for  legal  action,  which 
could  take  two  years  for  the  courts  to  resolve.  Not  much 
comfort  for  the  hundreds  of  people  who  live  on  Shotwell, 
15th  or  Folsom  Streets. 

Imagine  yourself  living  on  15th  Street.  At  1 AM,  you 
are  avakened  by  the  sound  of  a 28-foot  delivery  truck  being 
maneuvered  into  the  lot.  Minutes  later,  the  cab  is 
uncoupled;  pallets  and  materials  are  dropped  on  the  cement 
flooring  of  the  lot  and  warehouse.  Employees  shout  to  be 
haerd  over  the  noise  of  the  forklifts  unloading  the  truck. 
Several  other  trucks  are  unloaded. 

It's  3:30  AM  and  the  noise  is  beginning  to  quiet  down. 
Finally,  some  sleep!  Whoops,  it's  7 1 30  AM  and  more  loud 
noise.  Independent  suppliers  are  delivering  goods,  first 
thing  in  the  morning.  One  truck  i6  already  in  the  receiving 
dock  which,  surprise!,  also  serves  as  the  customer  pickup 
area.  Another  truck  i6  waiting  on  Folsom  Street. 

Throughout  the  day,  trucks  come  and  go,  some  of  them 
blocking  a lane  of  traffic  on  15th  or  Folsom  Streets. 
Several  times,  15th  Street  has  been  entirely  blocked  as 
large  trucks  attempt  to  negotiate  a turn  into  the  dock  area. 
Other  problems  during  the  day  include:  1)  Parking  - The 
store's  employees  and  customers  are  taking  up  scarce  neigh- 
borhood parking  spaces  despite  a huge  customer  lot  on  14th 
Street.  2)  Forklifts  have  been  driving  up  and  down  the 
sidewalk  on  15th  Street  to  Pay  N'Pak' s storage  shed.  In 
between  the  shed  and  the  receiving  dock  are  several  homes. 

Community  activist  Vivien  Azadlan  has  reached  the 
boiling  point.  "Our  lives  are  being  made  miserable  by  Pay 
N'Pak.  How  many  nights  can  you  go  without  6leep?  How  many 
times  can  the  police  be  called?" 

Derly,  a resident  on  15th  Street  echoes  Azadian's 
complaints.  "I  am  so  disgusted  with  the  noise  that  I don't 
think  I can  live  here  much  longer.  They  block  the  street 
constantly."  The  question  arises:  Why  did  the  city  allow  a 
huge  retail  outlet,  open  7 days  a week,  to  operate  so  close 
to  residential  housing?  One  top  ranking  city  official  told 
the  North  Mission  News:  "Planning  sure  made  a boo-boo  on 
this  one." 

Pay  N'Pak' s manager,  David  Strawbridge,  stated:  "Any 
successful  new  endeavor  takes  time  to  settle  down  to  a 
routine.  We  think  the  problems  will  taper  out.  Delivery 
logistics  are  made  by  our  administrative  offices  in 
Washington  (state)."  Another  chain  operation! 

Neither  Mr.  Strawbridge,  nor  the  executives  in  Seattle, 
nor  Tim  Tosta  (the  lawyer  who  helped  Pay  N'Pak  win  approval) 
nor  the  Planning  Commission  will  ahve  to  endure  the  traffic, 
noise  and  parking  problems  this  business  has  brought  to  the 
neighbors  on  15th  and  Shotwell  Streets. 

In  a future  issue  of  the  North  Mission  News,  other 
problems  creasted  by  Pay  N'Pak  will  be  discussed  along  with 
strategies  that  we  can  use  to  force  Pay  N'Pak  to  ease  the 
burden  they  have  placed  on  area  residents. 
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COMPLAINT  DEPT. 


This  part  in  a monthly  complaint  is  not  centered  on 
Just  the  MUNI  daredeviling  bus  drivers  but  a few  others  when 
I get  around  to  writing  it  in  just  a few  moments.  I mean 
there' 8 more  in  this  issue  than  just  the  MUNI  that  needs 
their  pants  pulled  down  this  month. 

Old  ladies  and  innocent  idiots  fly  all  over  the  hand 
railings  on  the  bus,  end  up  in  other  people's  laps,  hit  the 
deck  (like  I did  twice  in  one  bus  journey)  and  drop  packages 
and  forcefully  smash  your  rear  end  (ass)  into  someone  else 
standing  there  wishing  for  a seat...  all  the  result  of  time- 
late  bus  drivers  who  are  attempting  to  make  up  time  while 
the  bus  turns  into  a monkey  circus  in  an  earthquake. 
Acceleration  - decompression  - acceleration  - decompression. 

A few  drivers  have  ordered  me  to  leave  through  the  rear 
exit  when  there  wasn't  anyone  even  getting  on  the  front 
door,  pointing  upwards  at  a sign  that  said  you  should  leave 
by  the  rear  exit.  Then  there  was  this  one  operator  who  held 
out  his  hand  to  examine  my  MUNI  discount  pass.  He  looked  at 
it,  looked  at  me  to  see  if  I fit  the  photo  on  it,  then 
looked  back  and  then  gave  it  back  to  me.  I said  to  myself, 
"Shit  man,  this  cat  really  takes  it  serious"  or  something  of 
that  nature.  I'd  bark  about  it  right  there  on  the  spot,  but 
it' 8 his  gig  to  check  you  out  thoroughly  if  he  wants  to  and 
there's  no  case  to  get  on.  He's  one  of  a rare  breed.  I 
hope  the  General  Manager  of  MUNI  is  checking  out  this 
month' 8 complaint  dept,  just  as  much  as  do  the  time  keepers 
at  the  yard  barn. 

Let's  move  along  further  in  Bill  E.  Badd's  (me) 
complaint  dept. 


WAITS 1 

In  this  part  I'm  not  going  to  use  any  surnames.  Just 
first  names  that  are  true  ones  to  cut  the  blasphemy  so  not 
to  revile.  (Author's  note:  I looked  up  those  two  big  words 
from  an  old  beat  up  Webster's...  ) 

This  complaint  happened  and  there  was  nothing  I could 
do  about  it  at  the  time.  Me,  Joe,  Pancho  and  Steve  were 
going  down  Crescent  Street  in  Bernal  Heights,  zig-zagging 
down  the  hill  because  we  were  driving  in  Joe's  foreign 
import  station  wagon.  You  know,  the  kind  that  were  built 
for  midgets...  ? We  were  followed  to  Winfield  Street  by  a 
black  and  white.  We  had  three  conga  drums  and  were  going  up 
to  Dolores  Park  to  play  in  the  sun  with  some  other  cats  that 
were  up  there  that  we  knew.  We  pulled  up  in  front  of 
Pancho' s place  on  Winfield  Street  and  the  prowl  car  pulled 
up  along  side  us  and  to  make  a long  drawn  out  story  short, 
we  all  ended  up  at  Mission  Police  Station. 

I was  ordered  to  empty  my  pockets  on  the  station  desk 
and  one,  just  one,  lonely  pot  6eed  fell  out  of  my  pocket  and 
landed  on  the  booking  desk.  The  cop  looking  over  my 
shoulder  said  to  a Sgt . ; "Sgt.,  look  here,  I think  we've  got 
a possession  here!"  The  Sgt.  looked  over  my  shoulder  and 
said  "by  God,  you're  right."  I said  "let  me  take  a look", 
and  snatched  the  seed  and  swallowed  it  which  resulted  in 
getting  the  devil  beat  out  of  me  by  three  officers  of 
standard  American  law  enforcement. 

The  next  morning,  the  judge  asked  me  if  my  name, 
according  to  the  booking  sheet,  was  Bill  E.  Badd  and  I 
answered  yes  and  he  asked  me  what  happened  to  your  face  and 
why  the  limp.  The  two  arresting  rangers  were  in  the  court 
room  looking  at  me  so  I told  the  honor,  "sir,  I was  in  a 
fight  earlier  than  all  this  happened."  I HAD  TO  OR  ELSE. 

PKKPBKSt 

How  would  you  like  to  be  snuggled  up  real  tight  with 
your  woman  and  hear  your  hotel  manager  knocking  rudely  on 
the  door  and  after  ignoring  it  hear  the  sound  of  a key  being 


put  into  the  lock  and  have  it  opened  right  in  the  middle  of 
action?  With  the  excuse  of  letting  in  the  electrician  to 
check  out  the  wall  sockets!  How  about  coming  out  of  the 
hall  shower  and  see  a sneaky  Patel  with  his  ear  flush  on  the 
door  of  your  room  snooping?  How  about  the  sign  at  the  top 
of  the  stairs  that  says  "No  Visitors"  when  damn  near  every 
junkie  and  whore  and  weirdo  gets  in  down  here  at  the  corner 
of  Terror  Street  and  Agony  Way. 

But  you  know,  like  anyone  can  tell  you,  I'm  not  a very 
nice  man.  I don't  know  the  word.  I have  always  admired  the 
villain,  the  outlaw,  the  son  of  a bitch.  I don't  like  the 
clean  shaven  boy  with  a neck  tie  and  a good  job.  1 like 
desperate  men.  Men  with  broken  teeth,  broken  minds  and 
broken  ways.  They  interest  me.  They  are  full  of  explosions 
and  surprises. 

I also  like  vile  women.  Drunk  cursing  ones  with  loose 
stockings  and  sloppy  mascara  faces.  I'm  more  interested  in 
perverts  than  saints.  I can  relax  with  bums  because  I am 
one  myself.  I don't  like  morals,  religions  or  rules.  I 
don't  like  to  be  shaped  by  society.  Only  the  poor  know  the 
meaning  of  life.  The  safe  and  the  rich  have  to  guess  at  it. 
The  madmen  and  the  drunks  are  the  last  souls  left  on  earth. 
They're  more  tolerable  than  the  rest. 
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12:19  HERE!  The  music  stop/ped  as  I'd  picked  up  the 
typewritter ,-  put  in  a sheet.  The  Little  People  turned  an 
watched,  shushed  each  other  "He  is  working"  'NO!  You  guys  go 
right  on  with  the  PARTY". 


Friday  night, 

I went  into  CLARION,  for  a HOT  COFFEE,  THERE!  on  the  table 
THE  PAPER!  had  come  out,-  ya'  know  how  a new  car  6mells, 
(same  guy)  but  in  printers  ink-  I reached  down,  touched  a 
virgin  copy,  it  sorta  "giggled"-  felt  warm,  a6  I picked  it 
up,  got  a Hot  Coffee,  looked  around,  THERE,  The  table,  with 
the  Chinese  Lamp,  the  off-set  wall,  the  20"  door,  I walked 
over,  set  her  down  an  the  coffee-  Turned  the  fresh  Carnation 
to  me,  she  as  heald  her  breath)  'Rosealee',-  I'd  have  known 
you  in  Soho!  Hush  you  there,  I'm  in  hidding!  the  plastic 

fern,-  'better  a plastic  fern  next  to  Beauty,-  than, 

(Webster,  had  been  watching,  -thought  for  a moment,  "it's 

not  in  the  book",)  The,  of  millions  cast  glass  vase 

there  touched  it,  You,  why,  you,  Behold  Beauty,-  Ti's  GOOD! 
She,  kinda  looked  down,  thought  - Smiled.  YES.  Turned,  I 
thence  to  the  Chinese  Va6e,-  You!  Beauty!  are  the  Lost  of 
Ming,-  Some  Clown,  ha6  made  of  you,  a lamp.  I wished  it.  I 
am  in  hidding  also,-  THEY,  did  touch  and  fondle,-  not  caring 

STORY,  put  her  head  over  my  shoulder,  again,  arms  around 

- I felt  warm, 

"They  have  come  for  Story", - 


Back  to  the  NEW  PAPER,  I picked  up  her-out-sheet , she 
screemed  (as  with-in)  The  "slip"  sheet  next,  there  on  page 
21-  the  whole  thing  lay  before  me.  The  Guy,  with  the  bauld 
head,  "QUITTING  TIME"- 

I read  it  through,  "ERBANE"  had  once  again  "found  the  guy  of 
Magic  Typewritter",-  The  last  four  words,-  were 
"IT'S  YOURS'  LAUGHED,  PHANTOM,  - - 

NOTE!  EDITOR,  HERE  SHOULD  BE  THE  DRAWING  I MADE, 
thence  on  with  the  story,  - - - -, 

Changed  it  to  NEW,  kicked  it  over  for  me,  whitch/-s  way? 
Phan.?  I've  made  a road  for  you,  I'l  a bike,  here,  up 
front.  (to  see)  I straddled  it's  saddle,-  moved  for-wards,- 
MISS  WEDNESDAY,  got  on  there  behind,-  snuggled  up  CLOSE,  to 
me,  (I,  felt  warmed-  by  her  ness,)  Phan,  climbed  on  behind, - 
put  arms  around,-  She,  turned,  slugged  him,-  three  teeth 
(front)  an  $600.  worth  of  bridge  work,  hit  the  dirt!  I 
turned  the  throttle  UP!  an  auto-matic  clutch,-  SCREEMED,  as 
in  six,  "Mercury"  plates  (DRY)  clamp/ped  shut!  We  did  a 600 
yard  WHEELIE  into  the  Darkness,-  - 

Three,  minutes  later,-  PHANTOM,  pulled  the  "Rip-cord",  on  a 
500  foot  "Drag-Chute",  Yelled  to  me,  Hit,  the  Binders!  I 
did.  Some  how,-  we'd  landed  in  the  gravel,  near  the  landing 
port,  (down  near  18th  street).  The  small  rocks,  and  gravel, 
came  up,  sprayed  the  windas,  with  it,  I knew,  WE,  were  HOME! 

Next  time,  the  why  of  MISS  WEDNESDAY, 
or  "WALTZING  INTO  THE  STARS" 


IS 


HARDBALL 


I sold  kisses  to  my  mother  and  bought  them  from  my 
daughter  --  I met  my  wife  back  at  the  county  fair.  She  was 
hanging  a Going  Out  of  Business  sign  on  her  booth,  her 
backside  staring  right  at  me.  My  heart  swelled.  I grabbed 
her,  spun  her  around,  and  planted  a big  one  right  on  her 
home  sweet  home  lips.  (It  was  like  giving  mouth- to-mouth  to 
the  American  Dream.)  Wow,  she  said.  I whipped  out  a 
twenty.  Her  eyes  lit  up:  No,  I couldn't.  It  was  my  last 
leaf,  but  what  the  hell,  you  got  to  spend  it  to  make  it,  and 
besides  I had  plans.  You're  worth  double  this  baby,  I said, 
and  put  it  back  in  my  pants.  We  walked  past  the  Tapdancing 
Dog  Swallower  and  she  squeezed  my  arm  and  asked  me  about  my 
plans . 

THE  HOTTEST  THUG  SI1CE  TABASCO 

"Doug,  this  is  a young  company.  We  need  people  who  can 
give  100%.  In  my  brother's  business  they  work  7 til  7... 
and  they  eat  their  lunches  in  --  Of  course  there  are  lots  of 
benefits.  We've  only  been  in  business  for  6 months;  we're 
still  learn ing ..  .Like  when  you  get  a new  car,  for  a while 
you're  figuring  out  how  to  drive  it,  getting  the  hang  of  the 
steering,  and  then  y o start  to  play  with  the  stereo... See 
what  I mean? 

"This  company's  going  to  be  big.  I'm  not  putting  my 
balls  on  the  fencepost  for  nothing... We  need  people  who  can 
run  with  the  ball--We  need  Touchdowns!  These  jackets  are 
the  hottest  thing  since  tabasco.  I was  over  in  the  factory 
on  Christmas  Day  with  flies  flying  all  over  me...  when  I 
could've  been  out  surfing  or  eating  turkey  with  somebody. 
I'm  not  religious  or  anything  so  it  didn't  mean  that  much  to 
me,  but  that's  what's  going  to  blow  this  company  out  of  the 
water.  We're  gonna  surprise  a whole  lot  of  people.  Lately, 
we've  been  keeping  our  eyes  on  you,  and  we  like  most  of  what 
we  see... How  late  can  you  work  tonight?" 
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nooLLKcnois  » to  fast 

Golden  Gate  Park  was  actually  a jewel  in  the  rough  in 
the  old  days.  Now  that  the  City  has  built  up  around  it  and 
covered  the  "rough",  it's  hard  to  remember  what  the  Outside 
Lands"  looked  like  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  They  were 
always  referred  to  as  the  "Great  Sand  Bank  and  were  just 
that.  The  Park  represents  a miracle  of  human  achievement, 
rising  from  nothing  to  become  the  largest  and  most  beautiful 
city  park  in  the  world.  ^ 

In  spite  of  the  strange  politics  at  the  time  of  its 
conception  and  early  development,  it  grew  because  it  was  a 
gut-need  of  the  people  of  this  city.  Primitive  transporta- 
tion prevented  most  people  from  making  the  needed  escapes 
fromt  he  environment  and  daily  grind  of  the  city.  Private 
amusement  parks  such  as  Woodward's  Gardens  or  The  Willows 
were  not  the  answer.  This  was  proven  out  when,  as  soon  as 
the  public  could  get  out  to  the  lawns  and  the  trees  of  the 
new  park,  the  amusement  parks  fell  into  neglect  for  lack  of 
customers.  This  was  the  sort  of  proof  that  supported  the 
main  policy  of  the  early  planners  of  the  park.  Their  aim 
was  to  develop  a beautiful  open  space  where  families  could 
picnic  and  people  might  play  games  or  just  walk  and  enjoy 
the  fresh  air.  William  Hammond  Hall,  surveyor  and  first 
superintendent  of  the  park,  spent  much  of  his  time  resisting 
special  interests  who  would  make  the  whole  thing  into  a 
cheap,  conmercial  amusement  park. 

The  "Outside  Lands",  as  they  were  known  politically, 
were  the  undeveloped  part  of  San  Francisco,  administered  by 
the  State  of  California.  Under  this  arrangement,  lasting 
until  1899,  all  administrative  appointments  and  funding  for 
out-land  projects  came  from  the  Governor  and  the  State 
Legislature.  A three  man  Park  Commission  was  appointed  by 
the  Governor  to  create  policy  for  the  park  and  a wide  belt 
of  land  north  from  it,  along  the  ocean  beach  to  Sutro1  s 


property  on  the  other  side  of,  what  is  now,  Balboa  Street. 

the  very  first  years  of  planting  trees  and  lupine  to 
hold  the  sand  in  place  were  lean.  Commissioner  William 
Jiammond  Hall. never  seemed  to  have  enough  money,  but  politi- 
cians were  his  real  problem.  So  in  1876,  after  planting 
many  thousands  of  trees  and  shrubs,  he  quit  the  park  but 
continued  to  work  as  a state  surveyor.  Ten  years  later, 
after  an  improvement  in  the  political  picture,  Reuben  Lloyd 
and  William  Alvord  were  re-appointed  to  the  3-man  park 
commission.  They  brought  Hall  back  with  them,  and  soon 
afterwards  Hall  hired  a successful  young  estate  gardener 
from  down  the  peninsula,  named  John  McLaren,  to  assist  him. 

In  1887  McLaren  became  superintendent,  and  for  well 
over  50  years  he  fought  to  continue  the  original  policies  of 
William  Hammond  Hall.  They  were,  simply;  no  large 
buildings,  no  statues,  no  pavement  and  no  "Keep  Off  The 
Grass"  signs.  Of  course,  we  have  buildings,  statuary  and 
pavement  out  there  now,  but  nowhere  near  the  degree  that  it 
might  have  been. 

The  "Outside  Lands"  was  a vast,  empty  wasteland,  made 
up  of  drift-sand,  dunes  and  an  occasional  rocky  outcropping. 
In  the  18808,  people  were  beginning  to  move  into  the  area 
north  of  Point  Lobos  Road  (Geary  Blvd.).  An  early  resident 
George  Marsh,  who  developed  the  Japanese  Tea  Garden  for  the 
1894  Mid-Winter  Fair,  had  a fine  house  and  property  at  what 
is  now  12th  Avenue  and  Clement  Street.  He  called  his  little 
estate  "Richmond"  and  as  the  area  grew  around  him  it  became 
known  as  the  Richmond  District.  Fulton  Street,  west  of 
Argue llo  Blvd.,  was  "D"  Street  in  those  days.  There  were  a 
few  establishments  along  the  first  blocks,  including  a hotel 
and,  of  course,  the  Bay  District  Racing  Association.  Their 
race  track  lay  between  what  is  now  Second  and  Fifth  Avenues 
and  on  over  to  Anza  Street  and  was  popular  for  25  years 
before  the  turn  of  the  century. 

In  1902,  Buffalo  Bill  Cody's  Wild  West  Show  was  set  up 
in  the  sand  near  the  "Chutes"  amusement  area  at  Tenth 
Avenue.  Commissioner  Lloyd,  a shrewd  lawyer  and  horse 
trader,  saw  a chance  to  get  rid  of  a large  bull  buffalo  that 
had  become  vicious  and  unmanagable.  He  approached  Cody  with 
a proposal  for  a swap...  "To  bring,"  he  said,  "some  new 
blood  into  the  park  herd."  Now  this  made  Cody  happy  because 
he  saw  a chance  to  get  rid  of  a very  troublesome  bull. 

The  swap  was  arranged  for  the  Show's  closing  day. 
Lloyd' 8 buffalo  tore  down  a Wild  West  Show  fence,  escaping 
to  Sutro' s forest  above  Parnassus  Avenue.  It  took  20 
cowboys  to  get  him  back.  Later,  in  Salinas,  he  gored  two 
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hor 6es  to  death!  The  day  after  the  swap  Cody's  buffalo, 
which  was  now  in  the  park  paddock,  showed  his  true  colors  by 
going  wild  and  running  the  other  buffaloes  all  over  the  lot. 
He  turned  out  to  be  an  on-going  problem  for  many  years. 

Soon  afterward  "The  Chutes"  which,  in  the  past,  had 
been  in  various  locations  around  the  City,  wa6  forced  out  by 
progress  and  made  its  final  move  to  the  beach.  With  it  went 
a sort  of  flying  carousel  and  some  other  concessions.  It 
was  set  up  at  the  streetcar  loop  between  La  Playa  and  Ocean 
Boulevard  (Great  Highway).  For  the  benefit  of  younger 
readers,  I'll  describe  "The  Chutes". 

Fifteen  or  twenty  people  climb  into  a large  boat  which 
is  pulled,  by  cable,  up  a long  track  to  a point  about  50  or 
60  feet  high  on  a trestle-like  structure.  Here,  it  is 
released...  and  after  rounding  a curve,  returns  to  the  big 
tank  of  water  from  whence  it  came.  The  plunge  down  the 
steep  track  and  the  huge  splash  as  the  boat  hit  the  water 
wa 8 , in  those  days,  a big  thrill. 

Then  the  roller  coasters  came  along.  In  my  time,  the 
Roaring  Twenties,  the  big  deal  was  to  take  a girl  to  the 
beach  and  ride  The  Big  Dipper.  Thi6  roller  coaster  was  a 
huge  trestle  structure  of  track,  rising  and  dipping,  curving 
and  bobbing,  back  and  forth,  from  Fulton  Street  almost  to 
Cabrillo  along  the  west  sids  of  La  Playa.  You  really  got 
your  sonsy' 8 worth  on  this  ride.  Across  the  street,  where 
the  big  Safeway  store  is  now,  was  the  "Dodge-em".  These 
were  the  little  electric  autos  with  a big,  springy  bumper 
all  around  them,  which  we  called  Bumper-cars.  It  was  great 
fun  to  tear  around  in  there,  bumping  as  hard  as  you  could 
into  all  the  other  bumper-cars,  while  they  were 'trying  to  do 
the  same  thing  to  you  and  to  each  other. 

Now,  If  you  had  a girl  on  a date  out  there,  you  would 
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be  sure  to  take  her  into  the  big  "Fun  House".  It  sat  across 
the  midway  from  the  fastest  Merry-Go-Round  in  town,  near  the 
B'  car  loop,  and  was  loaded  with  goodies!  Famous  "Laugfilng 
Sal"  was  in  the  corner  window  outside  and  inside  you  went 
through  the  mirror  maza,  across  the  jiggling  bridges,  and 
walked  through  the  rolling  barrel.  I can't  remember  all  the 
things  you  could  do  in  there.  You  went  upstairs  and  into  a 
place  where  the  floors  and  walls  were  all  goofy,  causing  you 
to  lose  your  balance  and  wonder  which  way  was  up.  From 
there  you  could  return  to  the  main  floor  on  one  of  the 
8 1 ides  (one  of  them  was  humpy,  I think),  using  an  old  piece 
of  carpet  to  make  you  go  faster. 

Don't  forget  the  place  where  you  could  walk  your 
unsuspecting  girl  over  the  air  holes  and  watch  as  a sudden 
blast  of  air  blew  her  skirts  up  over  her  head.  A good  laugh 
would  be  had  by  all,  except  you-know-who . Every  guy  in  town 
wanted  the  job  of  running  the  air  switch!  Along  the  midway 
were  small  booth  concessions  where,  back  in  the  20' 8,  pretty 
girls  worked  as  shills  to  keep  the  various  booths  busy. 
There  was  the  usual  shooting  gallery^  F{ng  the  peg>  throw 
the  baseball,  drive  the  spike,  or  guess  your  weight  to  win 
cewpie  dolls  and  etc.  I can  remember  the  Tunnel  of  Love  and 
the  Penny  Arcade  adn  eating  Cotton  Candy  or  Salt  Water 
Taffee,  but  if  I wanted  a quick  meal  there  was  always  the  IT 
shop,  Pie  Shoppe  or  The  Hot  House  for  good  Mexican  food. 

For  the  best  fried  chicken  dinner  anywhere,  Topsy's 
R oos t was  known  far  and  wide.  The  restaurant  was  upstairs, 
and  if  you  were  in  a hurry  to  get  on  the  dance  floor  below, 
you  just  got  on  the  slide,  and  ZIP...  you  were  there!  Under 
the  famous  sign  of  the  hen  sitting  in  the  nest,  they  could 
serve  1,000  people  at  tables  and  300  could  use  the  dance 
floor . 
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Gyros  $3.25  Souvlaki  $3.25 

Marinated  lamb,  beef  and  pork.  Marinated  beef  on  skewer,  with 

BBQD.  serued  on  pita  bread  with  onions,  grilled:  served  with  pilaf 

lettuce,  tomato,  tzatziki  sauce.  and  vegetables. 

Mousaka  $2.50  Pastitsio  $2.50 

Lagers  of  fried  potatoes,  fried  La  jers  of  macaroni  with  ground 

eggplant,  ground  beef  with  spices  beef  and  lamb,  baked  as  a casserole 

topped  with  Parmesan  cream  dish:  topped  Luith  Parmesan 

sauce.  cream  sauce 

Lamb  Specials  $5.25  BBQ  Chicken 

Sometimes  lamb  stew,  with  Marinated  in  our  own  special  bleno 

vegetable  & pilaf  — sometimes  of  spices  and  BBO'd  on  rotisserie: 

baked  with  lemon,  oregano,  with  sewed  with  freshlemon. 

potatoes.  Hr  vegetable.  v*  chicken  $ 1 .50— 'A  chicken  S2.50 

Baked  Fish  $5.25  50-’  wl,h  “,a*  *3;“ 

Shark  or  red  snapper  (sometimes  Bell  Pepper  $2.50 

filet  or  whole),  baked  with  fresh  , stuffed  with  rice,  raisins,  sunflower 
tomatoes.  & onions  serued  with  pilaf  seeds,  tomatoes,  onions.  & parsleg. 

and  vegetable  Stuffed  Tomatoes  $2.50 

Spanakopita  $2.25  will)  tuna  fish,  potato  and  dill: 

Spinach  with  feta  cheese  baked  in  sewed  cold. 

layers  of  crispy  filo  dough  stuffed  Eggplant  $3.50 

Stuffed  Tomatoes  $2.50  with  peanuts,  tomatoes,  onions, 
with  egg  salad  — served  cold  parsleg  and  garlic 

Baked  Eggplant  $2.75  Acorn  Squash  $3.50 

with  gogurt.  (jcirlic  fr  onions:  stuffed  with  salmon,  sour  cream, 

serued  cold.  mushrooms  and  onions. 

Baked  Eggplant  $3.00 

with  fresh  tomatoes  & onions. 

We  offer  you  a unique  variety  of  European  and  Middle  Eastern  Salads. 
Of  course  we  have  stuffed  grapeleaves,  Greek  olives,  Greek  salad,  tzatziki 
Greek  desserts,  and  Creek  Wines. 

Please  check  the  board  for  jur  dailg  specials. 

Come  visit  us  and  let  us  give  gou  a taste  of  the  Greek  isles. 

Take  out  service  available. 
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NEIGHBORS 


LYNN  JOHNSON 


I usually  write  this  column  at  the  last  minute,  and  I 
never  make  a copy.  When  I see  the  paper  In  the  stores  a 
couple  weeks  later,  I pick  one  up  rather  anxiously  to  see 
what  I said.  I recently  picked  up  the  May  issue  and  read  my 
comments  on  the  United  States  ant  1- terror is t attack  on 
Libya.  It  seemed  like  ancient  history.  In  two  weeks,  the 
media  had  beat  the  Libya  attack  to  death  and  our  planet  had 
suffered  the  Kiev  meltdown.  Our  planet  is  assaulted  and 
insulted  by  its  human  population  so  often  with  such 
sensationalized,  conflicting  media  coverage  that  we  become 
numb  tc  the  devastation  we  constantly  perpetrate.  How  long 
can  this  keep  going  on? 

In  our  own  little  corner  of  this  sick  planet  there  are, 
of  course,  lots  of  things  going  on.  The  Clnco  de  Msyo 
weekend  celebration  was  great.  I joined  in  the  parade  for  a 
while  and  saw  some  great  entertainers  at  La  Rasa  Park. 
Congratulations  to  the  organizers  for  a job  well  done. 

Why  1 8 it  so  difficult  to  get  a good  copy  made  quickly 
and  efficiently  in  our  neighborhood.  Seems  like  every  time 
I find  a place  on  16th  Street  that  makes  good  copies  (and 
they're  never  cheap)  they're  either  closed  or  their  xerox 
machine  becomes  permanently  disabled.  Isn't  there  enough 
demand  in  our  neighborhood  for  a decent,  reasonably  priced 
copy  store? 


My  dogs  have  been  long  overdue  for  shots  and  I finally 
got  around  to  calling  different  vets  in  the  neighborhood. 
Most  of  them  wanted  $35  or  $40  per  dog  for  a couple  shots. 
Finally  I called  ALL  PETS  HOSPITAL  at  269  South  Van  Hess 
with  great  results.  They  offer  a clinic  for  pet  vaccinations 
every  Saturday  morning  from  8 AM  to  10  AM.  All  shots  are  $5 
each.  I showed  up  about  9il5  AM  and  had  my  two  dogs  in  and 
out  in  20  minutes.  The  staff  is  friendly,  knowledgeable  and 
extremely  clean.  For  more  information  you  can  call  861-5725. 

My  favorite  restaurant  this  month  is  CAFE  GITANES  at 
3214  16th  Street  (between  Dolores  and  Guerrero).  I was 
there  for  brunch  with  a friend,  and  the  Eggs  Gitanes  at 
$5.25  and  the  Gitanes  Special  Omelette  at  $4.99  were  both 
huge  and  wonderful  meals.  The  place  is  spotless  with  white 
tablecloths  and  fresh  flowers,  delicious  coffee  and  really 
pleasant  efficient  service.  I do  wish  that  more  restaurants 
in  our  neighborhood  offered  fresh  brewed  decaffeinated 
coffee.  I also  wish  that  AUNT  MARY' S would  make  their  flan 
again.  I swear  they  have  the  recipe  for  the  best  flan  in 
the  world  but  they  haven't  made  it  for  years  even  though 
they  still  have  a sign  up  advertising  it.  For  shame! 

Lunch  at  LAS  AMERICAS , the  new  Mexlcan/Nlcaraguan 
restaurant  at  16th  and  Guerrero  was  very  good.  I love  the 
interior  of  the  restaurant  with  the  private  booths 
surrounding  a big  open  floor  and  a grand  staircase  up  to 
balcony  seating,  and  the  old  soda-fountain  bar.  I had  a 
chicken  burrito  for  $2.50  and  I have  never  experienced  a 
larger  burrito.  It  was  very  good  but  I did  find  the  sauce 
covering  it  a bit  heavy,  seeming  overcooked  and  overspiced. 


CESAR'S 

LATIN  PALACE 


for  the  Best  in  , 
Live  Latin  Music 
Si  Disco  Dancing 


3140  MISSION  ST.  AT  ARMY.  S.F.  CA 

(415)648-6611 


A SALON  FOR 
MEN  & WOMEN 

■ ■■■■■■■■■ 

483  14th  St.  at  Guerrero*  S.F. 
863-7680 


The  personality  of  the  servers  was  bland  to  the  point  of 
blah,  but  the  room  has  such  a wonderful  atmosphere  I'd  love 
to  see  it  full  with  a big,  happy  clientele. 

At  my  editor's  suggestion,  I checked  out  the  ZEPHYR 
THEATRE  which  is  slightly  outside  our  neighborhood  at  25  Van 
Ness.  The  theatre  is  a really  nice  small  theatre,  and  I was 
excited  about  seeing  "March  of  the  Falsettos"  a musical 
praised  by  critics  in  New  York  and  San  Francisco.  The 
evening  I attended  it  seemed  like  a show  that  might  get 
applause  a6  a cute  college  musical,  but  I certainly  don't 
understand  the  critical  acclaim  it  received.  I see  a lot 
better  theatre  at  a lot  more  reasonable  prices  in  the 
confines  of  our  own  neighborhood. 

Are  fifty  per  cent  of  San  Francisco  streets  torn  apart 
every  spring,  or  is  it  Mayor  Di  Fi's  purposeful  plan  to  make 
driving  through  our  city  truly  impossible?  I can' t believe 
that,  once  again,  every  other  street  in  the  city  is  torn  up, 
closed  off,  or  blocked  with  heavy  machinery. 

What's  going  on  at  the  old  paint  store  at  15th  and 
Valencia?  I thought  it  was  vacant,  but  then  I noticed  a 
small  sign  in  the  window  about  employment  counseling  and 
human  resources  center.  Is  it  possible  that  we're  actually 
using  a vacant  storefront  in  the  neighborhood  for  something 
beneficial  to  the  neighbors? 

I had  a little  party  at  my  flat  recently  and  an  antique 
rocker  that's  a family  heirloom  ended  up  in  several  broken 
pieces.  I checked  our  advertisers  and  took  it  to  FURNITURE 
RESTORATION  CENTER  at  2652  Harrison  Street  (between  22nd  and 
23rd  Streets).  Everyone  I encountered  there  was  really  nice 
and  they  did  a beautiful  job  of  reconstructing  the  rocker 
and  repairing  the  upholstery.  You  can  call  them  at  550-0774. 

Is  there  a burrito  war  going  on  in  the  neighborhood? 
After  noting  the  immense  size  of  the  burrito  at  La6 
Americas,  I stopped  a few  days  later  at  my  old  favorite 
TACQUERIA  PANCH  VILLA  on  16th  and  I swear  their  portions 
are  bigger  than  ever  --  more  chicken  in  the  burrito  and  more 
chips  in  the  bag. 

16th  Street  seems  to  be  cleaning  up  a lot.  K & D 
MARKET  between  Guerrero  and  Valencia  is  so  clean  and 
rearranged  it  looks  like  new.  On  the  corner  of  Albion  the 
bar  called  PLAY  CLUB  is  being  cleaned  and  painted  and 
stained  --  is  it  going  to  be  new  and  different? 

From  June  12-22,  "THIRD  MOON  BALLET"  by  choreographer 
John  L.eFan  premieres  at  THEATRE  ARTAUD.  This  performance  is 
the  inaugural  production  of  a seven-member  dance  company 
founded  by  LeFan  and  Freddie  Long,  co-choreographers  of 
Tokens . Tokens  was  presented  last  year  at  Theatre  Artaud, 
and  I was  dazzled  and  entranced  by  it,  so  I'm  very  excited 
to  see  "THIRD  MOON  BALLET". 


LIVE  MUSIC 

6.  1.  06 

ZULU  SPiAR 

World  Beat 
6.  8,  86 

CON  JUNTO  CESPEDES 


Pocket  Knives 

Cutlery 

Custom  Knives 

F.  Boyd 

Corkscrews 

Sharpening 
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2128  Market  Street 

<41 5)  431  -0520 

San  Francisco.  CA  94114 

Congratulations  to  MISHA  COHEN.  She's  been  selected  to 
appear  in  the  16th  Edition  of  Who's  Who  in  California.  She 
is  among  6000  Californians  of  achievement  listed  in  the 
1986-1987  volume.  She  is  currently  the  co-founder  and 
director  of  QUAN  YIN  ACUPUNCTURE  AND  HERB  CENTER,  a senior 
professor  at  the  San  Francisco  College  of  Acupuncture  and 
Oriental  Medicine,  and  the  founder  and  a member  of  the  San 
Francisco  AIDS  Alternative  Healing  Project.  And  of  course 
she's  a good  neighbor  and  a regular  contributor  to  the  North 
Mission  News. 

™ ™ ™en ti ™ ed GaThTrTn™ T ™Poet s" ™ U™ 
take  place  on  Saturday,  June  7th  from  6 - 9*30  PM.  All 
proceeds  from  thi6  event,  co-6ponsored  by  Mission  Recreation 
Center,  Mission  Cultural  Center  and  New  College  of 
California,  will  go  directly  to  the  Martin  de  Porres  House 
of  Hospitality  and  Queen  of  Peace  Soup  Kitchen  and  Shelter 
in  the  Mission  District  of  San  Francisco.  This  exciting 
poetry  experience  will  feature  fourteen  well-known  Bay  Area 
poets  reading  from  their  works.  It  will  be  held  in  the  new, 
dramatically  designed,  and  wheelchair-accessible  Mission 
Recreation  Center  at  745  Treat  Avenue  (between  20th  and  21st 
Streets).  The  doors  will  be  open  at  5:15  so  that  the 
readings  may  begin  promptly  at  6:00  PM.  Donations  at  the 
door  will  be  $5  - $10  sliding  scale.  Advance  tickets  are 
available  at  745  Treat  Avenue  (between  20th  and  21st 
Streets).  The  doors  will  be  open  at  5:15  so  that  the 
readings  may  begin  promptly  at  6:00  PM.  Donations  at  the 
door  will  be  $5  - $10  sliding  scale.  Advance  tickets  are 
available  at  745  Treat  Avenue  Mondays  through  Fridays  from  3 
- 9 PM  and  Saturdays  from  10  AM  - 4 PM. 

The  16th  Note  has  changed  its  name  to  FIREHOUSE  7_t  the 
original  name  for  this  building  at  16th  and  Albion,  and  nine 
bands  have  pledged  a benefit  weekend  to  Francesca  and 
Michael  so  everyone  can  enjoy  a new  sound  system.  The 
benefit  is  the  last  weekend  in  May  and  I sure  like  the  idea 
and  the  bands  are  great. 


GOUPONJ 

spare  Kiss  59  C* 

202-3  MISSION  ST, 

SAM  FRANCISCO 


PHOM&  557-- 


OUTSIDE  CLEAN  - SUNNY  ROOMS 


CURTIS  HOTEL 

550  Valencia  Street 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIF. 


PENSIONERS  AND 
WORKINGMEN  S HOME 


ATTRACTIVE  WECKLY 
AND  MONTHLY  RATES 


-jiT 


ABBY  ABINANT1 

Attorney  at  Lmu 

A sole  practitioner  emphasizing  powers  of  attorney; 
wills;  agreements  to  purchase  real  property;  agreements 
to  purchase  and  manage  businesses;  contracts;  small 
business  advice;  adoptions;  relationship  agreements. 
Over  ten  years  experience  in  Indian  Law.  Civil 
litigation  expertise  in  all  above  areas  plus  employment 
discrimination  and  labor  experience. 

3163  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco.  CA  1 10  (41S)  285-8010 


YARNS  & CLASSES 
WEAVING*SP1NNING«BASKETRY  • KNITTING 


Hours:  Tue-Wed  Fri  II  b*Thu  II  8 • Sat  10- S *Sun  12  4 
343$  Army  Street#4l$  821  2$b8*San  FraneiscoCA  44110 


J 


550-6601 

Mon.  lues.  Wes.  Fri  10  to  6 
Thurs,  10  to  8 Sot  10  to  5 


1065  VALENCIA  STREET 

(Between  21st  & 22nd  St) 
Son  Francisco.  CA  941 10 


VALENCIA  CYCLERY 


— CCHWIMM 

-4  PEUGEOT 


GOING  SOMEWHERE 
OR  NEED  SOME  HAULING? 

VAN  OR  MEN  FOR  HIRE 
SHORT  OR  LONG  DISTANCE 


CHEAP  RATES! 


Day  or  Night 


CALL  ED 
552-9413 
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PeoDle  don't  dismay  we  will  save  the  world  and 
turn  back  the  tide  of  reaction  by  tapping  into  our 
great  psychic  power.  Too  often  we  discount  it 
to  think  that  is  not  scientific.  (remember 
birth  of  the  scientific  method. 

of  Europe  and  the  "witch" 
coincidence.)  Even  though  it 


made 
the 

industrialization 
burnings  were  no 


our 


cannot  be  explained,  it  is  true  that  using 
psychic  and  our  material  world  together  our  powers 
are  truly  limitless.  Remember  we  are  so  much  many 
more  than  the  handful  of  war  pushers  sending  serves  he  peo^^. 
Mission  highschool  to  war  on  women,  los  ninos, 
working  people  who  want  equal  rights.  See 
Starhawk,  Margo  Adair  and  the  International  Indian 

T r ™ ™ — ™ ™ ™ "" 

We  congratulate  two  new  theatre  groups  in  the  Missions 
UNREST  IN  THE  NEST  with  giant  puppets  and  strong  acting 
evocative  collective  script  by  Jenny,  Majid, Daniel, Miguel; 
and  primera  y unica  bilingual  Latina  Women-Teatro  Mojado, 
humorous, moving  skits  that  go  deep  in  Border  ( INS ) realities 
and  inner  identity  conflicts,  videoed  at  New  College. 


■tory  by  Nrli  Idrr  «»  *•> 

There  are  enough  Contra  Notaries  in  the 
Mission, like  3339  23rd  street  near  El  Zarape  with 
Reagan  face  and  FDN  in  the  window  with  the  hazy 
mark  of  some  Mission  spray  painter  of  CONTRAS  KILL 
KIDS  and  later  "pigs".  Well,  it  is  gratifying  to 
the  Mission  people  to  note  that  there  are  decent 
notaries  too.  One  of  us.  Does  home  visits , hospital 
visits,  works  for  AIDS  patients  and  is  caring  and 


Notary  Public 

Translations 

Wills  ■ Jurats  - Affidavits 


Margarita  Benitez 
864  ShotWett  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  96110 

282-7109 


Agreat  Alternative  public  school,  Buena  Vista, smailer, more 
parent  in put, progressive  staff  and  bilingual  program  is 
now  recruiting  2nd,  3rd*  and  4th  graders  for  next  year, 
so  call  821-1852. 


Voting  for  Jim  Gonzalez  Democrat  for  State  Senate  is  best 
not  only  to  undermine  the  campaigns  of  racist  Quentin  Kopp 
and/or  rich  Lou  papan  ,but  also  because  Jim  Gonzalez  has 
promised  that,rthe  needs  of  the  working  and  poor  will  come 
first^with  his  representing  us. 


What's  happening  this  summer  for  kids. 

Jamestown  Summer  Recreation  Program 
Ages  5-12  June  30-August:  15  8:00-6:00 
Building  at  Fair  Oaks  and  21st  houses  art  room, 
library,  rec. rooms,  yard.  Good  deal  for  the 
money.  Fills  up  fast. 

S 1 35  Register  immediately  647-6274 

Precita  Center  6-13  rec . drop  in  arts  and  crafts, 
onetime  $2.00  registration.  Recreation  program. 
Also  youth  employment  and  referrals. 

The  Farm  is  the  new  site  of  Ninos  Lindos  bi- 
lingual daycare  Full  daycare,  hot  lunch,  unique 
farm  atmosphere,  limited  space  available  for  the 
summer.  Juanita  826-4290. 

Community  Music  Center 

Pre-instrumental  rhythm  and  music.  Ages  4-6,  6-8 
Wed,  Thurs  afternoons.  Kid's  chorus  M.W  afternoons 
sliding  scale,  Spanish  bilingual  teachers.  Just 
finished  a big  renovation  to  very  hospitable  warm 
environment.  Drop  your  kid  off. 

Call  for  a catalogue  647-6015. 

Mission  Cultural  Center 

Ballet  Classes  for  kids,  sponsored  by  San 
Francisco  Ballet,  Ballet  Folklorico  de  Mexico  and 
Samba  for  Kids.  For  mas  informaci6n  llame  821- 
1155  . 

Boys  and  Girls  Club  21st  and  Alabama,  282-3310 
Childcare  Switchboard  282-7858 

Hey  kid,  where  you  hangin ' out  this  summer?  You 
don't  want  to  miss  the  action  and  the  fun  on  the 
playground;  the  great  field  trips  and  free 
happenin'  dance  and  music  classes  Remind  your 
momma  that  there's  only  a couple  of  weeks  left 
until  vacation. 
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Field  Trips  with  Park  and  Rec. 

Call  to  get  on  the  mailing  list  558-4268. 
trips  to  Santa  Cruz, 

Great  America,  The  Aquarium  every  Wed. 
Mission  Area. 

Mission  Playground  and  pool  19th  street  and 
Linda,  Mission  Rec  Center, 20th  and  Harrison 
Park  Potrero  and  Army. free  lunch  programs. 


■T  PAN 

HAPPEN  I 111  ! 

a Picnic  at 
ranchc  secc 


JUNE  8 th.  mmn 

A BATHE  PINO  TO  SHAPE  CONCERNS  ABOUT 
CHERNOBYL,  RANCHO  BECO  AND 
THE  FEAR  OF  NUCLEAR  POWER, 

Join  the  gathering  of  concerned  citizens 
at  Rauncho  Seco  Nuclear  Power  Station, 
our  local  accident  waiting  to  happen 
close  enough  to  the  Mission  to  put  an  end  to  even 
Carnaval . 

If  June  8th  is  already  too  overbooked  to  attend 
the  concern-snaring  session  near  Stockton  you  car. 
still  help  dv  phoning  friends, 

Carpoots  Laave j 


UJ 

z 
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Have  You  Seen 


TH£  EARN  yc?t/K  5<;PPof?r 


cone  io  oun  summer  ff snvAL 

JvlY  3,  % £ ic 

BECOME  A MEMBER  * 


1499  Potrero  Ave..  S.F.  826-4290  ALL  ACES  WELCOME 


Some  people  think  you  can 
catch  AIDS  from  a glass. 


Or  from  a bus  seat.  Or  a hot  tub. 
Or  a water  fountain.  It's  not  surprising 
that  there  are  so  many  misconceptions 
about  AIDS.  Because  a lot  of  what  you 
hear  or  read  about  this  deadly  new 
disease  has  been  distorted  by  the  fear 
that  surrounds  it.  And  that  fear  is  hiding 
facts  everyone  should  know. 

The  fact  is,  we  know  what  causes 
AIDS.  A virus.  This  virus  can  attack 
men  and  women,  and  people  of  all  ages 
and  all  colors. 


The  fact  is,  we  know  the  four  ways 
AIDS  can  spread.  Through  sexual  inter- 
course with  a person  infected  with  the 
AIDS  virus.  By  sharing  IV  drug  needles 
with  an  infected  person.  By  injecting  of 
contaminated  blood  products.  And  by 
an  AIDS-infected  pregnant  woman 
passing  the  disease  to  her  baby. 

The  fact  is,  AIDS  is  never  spread 
by  sharing  typewriters,  telephones, 
pencils,  clothing,  bathroom  facilities, 
coffee  pots,  eating  utensils  or  breathing 
the  same  air. 


The  fact  is,  people  with  AIDS  need 
the  same  kind  of  concern  and  respect 
that  anyone  suffering  from  a serious 
disease  deserves.  And  you  can  show 
that  concern  and  respect  without  any 
fear  for  yourself. 

There  is  no  known  cure  for  AIDS. 
But  there  is  a cure  for  fear.  Learn  the 
facts.  Please  call  the  toll-free  AIDS 
hotline  for  answers  to  questions  or  an 
informative  brochure.  Once  you  know 
the  facts,  you  can  help  stop  the  fear. 


Fight  the  fear  with  the  facts. 

415-863-AIDS 

In  San  Francisco 


/ 


A public  education  campaign  presented  by  the  Northern  California  AIDS  Agencies,  partially  funded  by  the  San  Francisco  Department  of 
Public  Health  and  the  California  Department  of  Health  Services.  A project  of  the  San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation 
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The  Batcave!  At  959  Valencia,  something  strange  is 
going  on . • • what  seem6  on  the  surfact  to  be  an  innocent 
scooter  repair  shop  where  Mod  revivalists  bring  their  broken 
down  Lambrettas  for  hard-to-find  mechanical  know  how  is,  in 
reality,  a laboratory  engaged  in  experimentation  with  new 
and  very  dangerous  devices.  On  Sunday,  May  25th,  I went  in 
to  interview  Waldemar  Radtke  a ffect iona lly  known  as  "Batman" 
to  his  customers,  and  the  mad  scientist  in  charge,  whereupon 
he  explained  what  he  calls  the  ' schmenaissance ' and  defended 
his  work  for  what  he  feels  would  be  a true  renaissance  in 
the  Bay  Area 

. . . "It's  hard  to  find  a good  live/work  space.  Living  in  a 
hole  in  the  wall,  I had  to  sit  down  and  figure  out  what  the 
hell  kind  of  art  was  I going  to  do.  I was  asked  to  design  a 
stage  set  at  the  Victoria  for  the  Inter-Dada  festival  in 
'84.  I like  T.V.  and  I like  to  watch  T.V.  (I  had  3 or  4 
T.V.s  and  watched  them  all  at  once)  so  I thought  let's  get  a 
lot  of  T.V. 8,  carry  that  idea  a stage  further,  that's  where 
it  started.  I did  a similar  installation  at  Club  Foot  later 
and  the  band  KuKuKu  ahd  me  do  a couple  for  them  at  The  Sound 
of  Music.  Then  I started  thinking,  'what  the  hell  was  I 
doing,  why  was  it  so  appealing,  watching  2 and  more  programs 
at  once.'  It  dawned  on  me  what  was  going  on  in  my  brain, 
the  skill  I was  learning  was  more  important  than  the 
programming.  I began  to  evolve  a whole  psychology  about  how 
the  content  of  video  can  be  outflanked,  overturned  and 
subverted  6imply  by  watching  more  than  one  set.,  . .. 

. . . "My  idea  of  a renaissance  is  to  get  artists  and 
technology  together.. . most  mainstream  and  avante  garde 
artists  are  exceedingly  suspicious  of  technology,  there's  a 
whole  school  of  thought  that  says  art  is  the  flip  side  of 
insanity  and  they  dip  into  that  for  material  and  we  are 
supposed  to  benefit  from  chat.  . . • . ... 

. . '‘That  kind  of  investigation  isn't  really  a very 
effective  process  for  improving  the  world...  that's  where  I 
see  the  state  of  the  arts  now  and  that's  where  I see  artist6 
are  being  co-opted 

. . . "Most  of  them  see  themselves  very  much  at  odds  with 
mainstream  existence,  isolated,  possibly  afraid  and  willing 
to  create  a false  sense  of  security  and  a lot  of  false  sense 
of  security  is  achieved  by  artistic  stardom  and  this  is  why 

artists  are  such  easy  prey  to  arbiters  of  style 

. . ."Frankly,  a lot  of  artists  that  play  with  perception 
get  their  material  cranked  into  them  by  the  experimental 
psychology  factories  and  are  chosen  for  their  usefulness. 
Most  other  artists  don't  get  that  benefit.  There's  no  real 
clearing  house,  how  are  you  going  to  find  out  all  the  Ph.D's 
this  year  that  deal  say  with  area  17  of  the  optical  cortex 
which  is  where  the  neural  signals  at  the  retina  get  turned 

into  visual  pictures  in  the  brain 

. .."I  don't  know  of  many  artists  who  are  investigating 
those  things 

. . ."Now  there's  gonna  be  a potential,  of  course,  for 


psychological  manipulation.  As  an  artist,  I'm  faced  with 
two  choices.  I can  fight  a losing  battle  to  keep  that  kind 
of  research  from  going  on,  or  I can  attempt  to  understand 
and  direct  it,  either  against  the  forces  that  want  to  use  it 
for  evil  or  to  discover  what  makes  our  heads  go  round  and 
round,  because  believe  me,  the  fact  that  humans  have  been 
manipulated  for  centuries  and  centuries  is  because  there  are 
parts  of  the  brain  that  are  not  known.  It  goes  back  to  the 
dawn  of  civilizai ton , there's  been  an  elite  priesthood  that 
discovered  there  are  finer  structures  in  the  psyche  that  can 
be  tapped,  and  built  systems  of  tyranny  on  lt.%  , , , , , , 

. . ."The  story  of  humanity,  of  civilization,  is  the  story 
of  victory  over  tyranny  by  rational,  logical,  scientific 

technology-oriented  thought 

, , ."To  anyone  that  says  because  there  are  20,000  artists 
living  in  the  Bay  Area  there  must  be  some  kind  of  renais- 
sance, if  you  come  to  that  kind  of  conclusion,  I say  pick  up 
a book  of  economics.  You'll  do  more  to  work  towards  a 
renal 68ance  than  doing  a hundred  paintings.  . . . . 

. . ."The  renaissance  without  economic  benefit  will  be  a 

venue  for  the  cultural  elite.  . 

. . ."It *8  important  for  artists  to  read  about  scientific 
discovery.  Unless  artists  are  not  only  playing  with  the 
latest  inventions,  but  have  some  kind  of  say-so  in  what  the 
Impact  is  going  to  be,  they  won't  even  have  a role  in 
society  any  more...  because,  believe  me,  scientists  have  the 
greatest  role  right  now  and  theoretical  scientists  particu- 
larly. Unless  artists  are  in  on  that  kind  of  synthesis  of 
frontline  information  and  not  trying  to  fit  that  into  a 
predetermined  ideology,  but  allowing  the  facts  to  create  a 
direction.  That's  the  proper  role  for  an  artist  today.  . , 

. , , "The  forces  of  good  are  smarter  than  the  forces  of 
evil,  period.  And  it's  time  people  got  ahold  of  that  fact 
and  not  run  around  like  chickens  with  their  heads  cut  off  on 
this  issue." 

(Batman  will  have  a video  installation  and  oscillation 
music  performance  piece  at  the  Media  Gallery,  360  9th 
Street,  on  the  13th  and  14th  of  August.) 
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